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Community Involvement in 
Energy Conservation 
Letter to City Officials. August 17, 1979 


As you know, local leaders around the 
country are already working hard to make 
their communities more energy efficient, 
and the people who live there more energy 
conscious. I am writing to pledge the full 
assistance of the Federal Government in 
your efforts and to request your most 
vigorous leadership in developing your 
own community-wide conservation plans. 

Many communities such as Portland, 
Oregon; Clinton County, Michigan; 
Davis, California; and Greensboro, North 
Carolina, have successfully created partic- 
ipating public efforts that bring together 
business, civic, religious and community 
groups to formulate energy savings. 

The potential contribution from a con- 
centrated effort by communities across the 
country to our nation’s battle in energy 
security is enormous. In fact, if extensive 
conservation measures are implemented in 
residential, public and commercial build- 
ings alone we might reduce oil imports by 
well over a million barrels a day. Several 
hundred thousand more barrels of oil a 
day could be saved if we expanded use of 
ridesharing and took simple steps to im- 


prove automobile efficiency. These meas- 
ures will also reduce the cost of living for 
all Americans who participate by lowering 
utility bills and cutting the cost of trans- 
portation. 

If our national efforts to conserve are to 
be successful, your community’s imagina- 
tion and creativity must be encouraged. 

Along these lines, in my July 16 speech 
before the National Association of Coun- 
ties in Kansas City, I urged those Federal 
officials who had not done so to work 
with other leaders in their community— 
from both inside and outside of govern- 
ment—to set ambitious local conservation 
goals and to develop action plans to meet 
these goals. 

I have enclosed some brief descriptions 
from the growing number of existing local 
efforts. To assist you in sharing this in- 
formation and in learning more about the 
programs of other communities I have es- 
tablished a special clearinghouse to serve 
leaders who are undertaking energy con- 
servation initiatives. A toll-free hotline 
will be opened in early September. Corre- 
spondence can be addressed now to the 
President’s Clearinghouse for Community 
Energy Efficiency, Suite 185, 400 North 
Capitol Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20001. 
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It is through the application of your 
citizens’ initiatives and inspiration that 
America can win the energy war. Our na- 
tion is counting on your help and your 
leadership. Thank you for your efforts. I 
look forward to hearing of your success. 

Jmmmy Carrer 
NOTE: This is the text of identical letters sent 
to more than 6,000 mayors and elected city 
officials throughout the Nation. 

The White House Press Office also made 
available the enclosure detailing the local 
energy conservation efforts. 


St. Paul, Minnesota 


Remarks at an Energy Briefing by St. Paul 
Citizens. August 17, 1979 


ENERGY 


THe Presipent. Mayor Latimer and 
all of those who have come here to help 
me deal with one of the most important 
and significant challenges that our Nation 
has ever faced, let me express my thanks 
to you. 

I am going to be on the beautiful Mis- 
sissippi River for the next 7 days with 
about 140 fine Americans, and I know 
we will make many new friends on the 
ship. It will be kind of a working vaca- 
tion, because I will take every opportu- 
nity to express to the American people my 
deep concern about the first development 
in the rapid changing characteristics of 
energy supply that have ever comprised a 
direct, serious threat to the security of 
the Nation that we love. 

This is no exaggeration. We have be- 
come overly dependent on uncertain and 
very expensive imported oil. We import 
not only oil, but we import unemploy- 
ment and we import inflation. I have al- 
ready taken action with the help of the 
Congress to save 4 million barrels of oil 
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per day by 1990, and I propose to the 
Congress savings for another 44 million 
barrels of oil per day. 

I can pledge to you that the most oil 
that this country will ever import in a 
year was imported 2 years ago in 1977. 
We are going to freeze that import and 
start bringing it down to make our energy 
security something on which we can de- 
pend. The basis for it is the windfall prof- 
its tax. The basic decision there is, as oil 
prices go up with decontrol to encourage 
American production, who is going to 
benefit? The oil companies or the Ameri- 
can people? I am determined that it will 
be the American people, and it must be 
as a result of the passage of the windfall 
profits tax. Only your voice can make 
that possible. 

And out of the windfall profits tax will 
come money to help the poorest Ameri- 
can families bear the increased burden of 
inevitable increases in the price of energy. 
It will let us form much more effective 
mass transit systems. It will also mean that 
we can increase American production. 
More coal will be used, clean-burning 
coal; more solar energy; more production 
of oil and natural gas. And the most im- 
portant thing of all and the cheapest thing 
of all—more conservation, how to stop 
wasting energy. 

This beautiful building has been reno- 
vated so that it does become energy-effi- 
cient. Every single building in St. Paul 
can have the same degree of achievement. 
But it can only be done with the full co- 
operation and involvement of all the citi- 
zens of this community. 

This meeting is very important, not 
only for you but for the entire State of 
Minnesota and, indeed, for the entire 
Nation. Because have done such 
good work before I got here, and to some 


you 
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degree because I am here, people will 
know what you are going to do, and this 
is very important to us all. > 

Today, in preparation for my visit here 
to St. Paul, I sent a personal letter to 
every senior elected official of every 
county and city in the United States of 
America, 6,000 personal letters, with an 
enclosure saying what certain communi- 
ties have already done. And it wasn’t a 
coincidence that one of those communi- 
ties that I have used as an example was 
St. Paul, because you have done a good 
job. 

Now, I came here to listen primarily, 
but I want to make two very quick points. 
There are two basic errors or misconcep- 
tions that permeate America. One is that 
conservation can be accomplished by gov- 
ernment. It cannot. It must be accom- 
plished by citizens. Secondly, that con- 
servation is somehow painful or incon- 
venient. It does not have to be painful or 
inconvenient. It can be exciting. It can be 
enjoyable. And instead of dividing one 
American from another, it can form a 
basis for closeness within a family or 
within a community or, indeed, within a 
whole nation. And it saves a lot of 
money—not my money, not the Govern- 
ment’s money, but your money. This must 
be done. And if all the communities in 
our Nation will do as St. Paul is planning, 
then our conservation effort will be suc- 
cessful. That is what I hope and pray. 

And now I am eager to listen to the 
presentations that have been prepared. 
And if you don’t mind, I might interrupt 
every now and then to ask a question if 
I feel the urge. 

Thank you for letting me be here. It is 
a great honor and pleasure for me. It is 
going to help the whole Nation, what you 
are doing. 


Thank you very much. 


Aug. 17 
STATEMENTS 


Mayor Latimer. Mr. President, ladies 
and gentlemen: 

In preparation for this our first meeting, 
as you know, we have divided into five 
committees. We began as a committee of 
100 for a 100-day effort, and we now have 
three times the number of people, and I 
hope that means one-third the number of 
days. But as preparation for this, Mr. 
President, we have asked eight people who 
had previously asked to serve on this com- 
mittee to make presentations on different 
subjects. 


CENTRAL HEATING PROJECT 


The first presenter is Cliff Olsen, who is 
from the First National Bank of St. Paul. 
He represents the Chamber of Commerce 
in the energy committee, and he is a vice 
president of the District Heating Develop- 
ment Company, which is the subject which 
Mr. Olsen is going to speak about. 

Cliff? 

Mr. Otsen. Mr. President, Mrs. Car- 
ter, Amy, Mr. Mayor, honored guests: 

Several years of effort were fulfilled in 
June of this year when the public and pri- 
vate sectors of our community joined to 
form the St. Paul District Heating Devel- 
opment Company. Its purpose is to 
demonstrate the technical and the eco- 
nomic feasibility of providing a metro- 
politan community such as ours with cen- 
tral heating through the medium of hot 
water produced through cogeneration in 
conjunction with an investor-owned elec- 
tric power station. This power station, 
incidentally, uses only coal as its fuel. 
While innovative, the concept is not revo- 
lutionary. Central hot water heating sys- 
tems have been used in Europe for many 
years. The point is that it has never been 
tried in the United States. 
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The advantage offered by this system is 
the almost doubling of thermal efficiency, 
because energy otherwise wasted in elec- 
tric generation is recaptured and becomes 
the hot water used in the heating system. 
Also the oil and natural gas which is not 
used to heat homes and industries is saved 
and it amounts, by our engineers’ calcula- 
tions, to be sufficient to heat some 200,000 
homes. This is about twice the number of 
homes that we have in St. Paul. 

Our efforts have been helped very 
greatly by the significant contributions of 
the Minnesota Energy Administration 
and the Department of Energy. Particu- 
larly, we owe a debt of gratitude to the 
facility at Oak Ridge. We are also most 
appreciative of the interest that DOE, 
Under Secretary John Deutch, has shown 
and also for the substantial financial as- 
sistance which you have tendered to us. 

We are presently in the final stages of 
planning which will lead to the construc- 
tion, we hope in early 1981, of a demon- 
stration project, which will include the 
downtown central business district and 
also the capital building complex. 

We are very pleased with our progress 
to date. And we recognize that it is due to 
the unselfish and complete cooperation of 
business, labor, and every level of govern- 
ment. Given the opportunity to compete 
in a truly free market, we sincerely believe 
that district heating is the mode of the 
future, and we in St. Paul are pleased to 
provide an example to the rest of the 
country. 

Mayor’ LATIMER. 
much, Cliff. 


Thank you very 


TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS 


The second speaker is Malcolm Mc- 
Donald, who manages the Space Center 
Buildings in St. Paul, Minnesota, and 
works with Operation 85, which he will 
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tell the people and the President about. 

Malcolm? 

Mr. McDona_p. Mr. President, Oper- 
ation 85, trades and labor, business and 
civic leaders who are planning the St. 
Paul of tomorrow. Acting in the convic- 
tion that most practical local solutions to 
our energy problems will be found through 
a productive partnership, we as citizens 
have tried to construct a here-and-now 
energy conservation program to reduce 
our daily energy consumption, increase 
our downtown air quality, and save money 
for all of us. 

In cooperation with the city and in par- 
ticular the office of the mayor, the Metro 
Transit Commission, and private industry, 
Operation 85’s Committee on Commuter 
Alternatives has designed four energy- 
saving programs for cars and people. 

In October we will announce the first 
phase. These programs for carpools, van- 
pools, greater bus riding, and parking at 
the edge of the city have as their common 
goals reducing the number of cars by 15 
percent, reducing gasoline consumption 
through shorter trips, and reducing down- 
town traffic congestion, increasing the use 
of existing public transportation systems 
for greater efficiency, increasing revenue 
for our bus system to reduce its deficit, in- 
creasing our air quality, and saving money 
for all of us. 

To make these programs happen, the 
public and private sectors are cooperat- 
ing to provide special aims—parking and 
cost incentives for van- and carpoolers; 
properly spec’d, long-lasting equipment 
designed for low-speed, continuing shuttle, 
to reduce maintenance and operating 
costs; variable work hours, flex-time, to 
reduce peak pressure on transit facilities; 
encouragement for appropriate bicycle 
use; and rediscovering how to walk down 
our new pedestrian malls. 
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For the future, we are looking to help 
St. Paulites with areawide matchups for 
carpools, shared-ride taxis, dial-a-ride for 
the handicapped, additional shelters at 
fringe parking lots, and extensive infor- 
mation programs. 

Our public and private cooperation 
comes from our common desire to build 
the St. Paul of tomorrow, through the best 
and most economical use of public and pri- 
vate funds and people time. 

Looking further into the future, we 
have been considering a peoplemover; 
light-rail transit; computer-controlled 
traffic management; expanded use of 
buses, jitney, small bus, and schoolbus to 
replace car use during the middle of the 
day. 

Mr. President, all of us have benefited 
from public support at the local, State, 
and Federal level, both in funding and in 
personal commitment. We look forward 
to continued cooperation. The private 
sector of business and labor here in St. 
Paul wants to show through all of these 
efforts what we can do for ourselves. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 


ST. PAUL ENERGY PARK 


Mayor Latimer. Next is Allen Boyce, 
who is the president of the Citizens 
League, which, Mr. President, is an ex- 
traordinary not-for-profit group of citizens 
who research every level of government 
in the major issues as well as being an 
employee of the Burlington-Northern 
Railroad. Allen will talk to us about the 
potential of the energy park in St. Paul. 

Mr. Boyce. 


Mr. Boyce. Mr. President, I am very 
glad that you decided to begin your trip 
here in St. Paul. I think it is particularly 
appropriate on a trip revolving around 
the energy issue that you begin in a cen- 
tral city like St. Paul, which is inherently 
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energy-efficient. This is because of the 
proximity within our city of our facili- 
ties for shopping and work, recreation, 
and housing. 

And I think here in St. Paul we have 
the opportunity to take this inherent ad- 
vantage one step further. What we have— 
and I think this is rather unique—is a site 
of approximately 250 acres of land right 
in the heart of our metropolitan area, 
halfway between the downtowns of Min- 
neapolis and St. Paul, which is available 
for development. This area presently con- 
tains a coke plant, which has recently shut 
down, an under-used stadium, and a 
great deal of vacant land. What we see 
here is the potential for the development 
of what we call an energy park. This 
would be an area which would demon- 
strate new techniques for combining 
energy-efficient light industry, housing, 
transportation, and the production of 
energy itself. 

We foresee a public-private corporation 
which would be established to develop 
the following types of facilities, all in one 
complex: high-density, energy-efficient 
housing; an office industrial park for 
energy-related industries; an energy re- 
search and development center in connec- 
tion with the University of Minnesota; a 
solid waste recovery plant to make use of 
some of the wastes generated in the com- 
plex; a hot water district heating system 
which could potentially produce both 
electricity and then, through cogenera- 
tion, use some of that waste heat for dis- 
trict heating. 

There is also potential for a cable tele- 
vision system which could provide special 
energy-saving features that would help 
reduce the need for people living and 
working in this area to travel. Also there 
is a possibility for further development 
of our mass transit facilities, and I think 
placing a development like this in the 
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center of a city like St. Paul helps to be- 
gin reducing the need for people to travel 
long distances to work, to live, and to have 
their recreation. And it makes the pro- 
duction and the distribution of energy 
much more efficient because of the com- 
pactness of our central city areas. 

So, I hope you will be supportive of 
this energy park project in St. Paul. 

Thank you. 


HOME WEATHERIZATION 


Mayor LATIMER. Mr. President, as you 
have pointed out numerous times, the 
greatest burden on the poor is in fact the 
inflationary impact of energy costs. And 
that is why it is very important to us that 
our next speaker, Michael McAllister, is 
the director of energy conservation for 
our local CAP program, which is called 
the Ramsey Action Program. 

Mike? 

Mr. McAtuster. Mr. President, 
Ramsey Action Programs in St. Paul is a 
community action agency serving the low- 
income people in Ramsey County. Among 
the many programs offered, the energy 
programs are providing a much-needed 
service in two Ramsey County residences. 

Currently the energy programs have 
three main components. One, optimum 
weatherization research projects—this 
program’s operation is in conjunction 
with the National Bureau of Standards 
and the Community Services Administra- 
tion in Washington, D.C. This project is 
a thorough evaluation and a study on the 
cost-effectiveness of weatherization and 
the development of new and improved 
weatherization techniques and methods. 
This research program is determining 
which energy conservation measures are 
the most cost-effective in residential con- 
struction. 

Two, the State and Federal Crisis 
Intervention and Emergency Energy As- 
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sistance programs. In the past 6 months, 
4,554 households have received assistance 
because of the high energy costs. In Min- 
nesota, this program should be expanded 
and the funds administered on a year- 
round basis. Three, home weatherization 
program. In Ramsey County, this pro- 
gram is being accomplished by a joint 
effort from the city of St. Paul manpower 
programs, the Community Services Ad- 
ministration, and the State department of 
economic security. 

Recently a needs assessment on the 
homes in Ramsey County was completed. 
45,402 eligible people for the home 
weatherization program were identified. 
Our priorities for weatherization are fuel 
oil users, senior citizens, and handicapped 
people. In addition, the study revealed 
that the working poor need fuel assist- 
ance and weatherization assistance. Cur- 
rently they are not eligible for assistance, 
because their gross income is above the 
guidelines; however, their net income is 
below the guidelines. 

In the past years we have weatherized 
over 500 homes in Ramsey County. In 
1979 we expect to weatherize 453 homes, 
and in 1980 over 1,000 homes will be 
weatherized. 

Depending on the living habits, our 
studies show that energy consumption can 
be reduced by 30 percent with proper 
weatherization methods. However, there 
are problems with the program. 

The CETA regulations, such as the 
average for CETA employees, has to be 
resolved at the national level. In addition, 
there is plenty of Federal funds for 
weatherization materials, but very few 
funds for labor and support costs. The 
people in the State of Minnesota and the 
community action agencies need more 
funds to support the energy conservation 
programs. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
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Mayor’ LATIMER. 
much, Mike. 


Thank you very 


INNER-CITY PROGRAMS 


Mr. President, the city of St. Paul is a 
very strong neighborhood-oriented city. 
The next speaker comes from one of our 
great old, nearby, downtown neighbor- 
hoods, the West Seventh Street area. Her 
name is Becky Yust, and she also teaches at 
the University of Minnesota as a home 
economist. 

Becky? 

Ms. Yust. Good evening, Mr. Presi- 
dent. 

Tonight I am representing the West 
Seventh Federation, an organization in an 
inner St. Paul neighborhood. 

It is my belief that we can have simple 
but long-lasting solutions to affect energy 
consumption. Two very basic concerns 
that affect families the most are simply 
getting to work and keeping warm in 
their homes. 

The need for efficient transportation is 
great. Over 40 percent of the households 
in our community do not even own a car. 
For 2 years we have investigated and pro- 
posed a light rail system or modern trolley 
for our community. As in most city neigh- 
borhoods, we have one main business 
street that serves as a corridor from down- 
town to the airport and suburbs. Three 
different bus lines intersect it, and it is a 
natural collecting point for residents. 
Light rail is a preferred transit system, 
because it is nonpolluting, it operates in 
our severe climate, and it is not capital- 
intensive; plus the efficiency and technol- 
ogy has been proven here and in Europe. 

The second problem involves heating 
our homes. We have very few newly con- 
structed housing units in the inner city. 
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The vast majority of the housing struc- 
tures are existing and too expensive to 
replace, and because of their age, they do 
not have insulation. We need funds 
through the HUD 312 program to pro- 
vide moneys to help people insulate, 
weatherstrip, replace rotted windows, and 
ventilate. 

Targeting moneys to pay heating fuel 
bills alone will not effect the conservation 
of energy. We do not want to maintain 
the present situation. We need to change 
consumption so that families can have 
lower heating costs. 

In summary, the problems of the inner 
city are not new. We are still trying to 
deal with jobs, housing, and schools. 
Energy just provides a different perspec- 
tive on these same issues. It is my hope 
that as renewed attention and pressure 
is placed on the inner city because of 
energy conservation, that you will listen 
to the residents living there now for the 
solutions. 

The inner city neighborhoods have 
been victims of crises in the past. Policies 
need to be responsive to the communities 
they directly affect so that the quality of 
life does not deteriorate. 

It would seem that it is easier for the 
Government to effect physical changes 
than attitudes and habits of individuals. 
Therefore, in neighborhoods such as ours, 
improvements in transportation systems 
like implementing light rail transit and 
improvements in our existing housing 
stock could substantially help inner city 
neighborhoods and complement ongoing 
rehabilitation and revitalization efforts. 

Thank you. 

[HE have asked the 
mayor to let me say just a word. 


PRESIDENT. I 


We have three more presentations to 
make, but there are three themes that run 
through all these presentations. One is 
there is no possibility of success without a 
joint cooperative effort. One person alone, 
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a President or a mayor, Congress, can’t do 
it. It has to be a joint effort. Secondly, 
every one of the programs proposed— 
even the cogeneration plan or the people- 
mover, the weatherization of homes—is 
already dependent upon Federal funds as 
kind of a core basis for a much broader 
magnified effort by everyone else. And 
third, every one of these proposals so far 
doesn’t make life more dismal. It makes 
life better. It is not a sacrifice to get to 
work efficiently, not to have traffic jams, 
to have an easy way to shop, to save heat 
in your homes, not to throw away heat in 
the generation of power, and as you well 
know, every time you don’t burn either 
coal or gas or oil, air pollution goes down. 

So, those three things—a cooperative 
effort, the Federal Government must and 
is helping and can help more with the 
windfall profits tax, end third, conserva- 
tion—makes our life better and not worse. 
It is a good thing for us to remember, and 
I know you will watch this and see if what 
I have said is true for the last three 
speakers. 

Thank you, Mr. Mayor. 

Mayor Latimer. Thank you. 

The sixth speaker is Greg Haley, who is 
an architect, has been very active in his 
community, and, in particular, has been 
working on community planning in his 
neighborhood and would like to talk about 
that aspect of it. 


Greg? 
COMMUNITY PLANNING 


Mr. Hatey. Good evening, Mr. Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Carter, ladies and gentlemen: 

I am representing District 12 Commun- 
ity Council. District 12 is one of 17 neigh- 
borhood planning areas created to facili- 
tate citizen participation in the city of 
St. Paul. The council and other neighbor- 
hood groups have been working diligently 
on projects that deal either directly or 
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indirectly with energy concerns. Our plan 
has been developed over a 3-year period 
by residents and businessmen. The city 
will use it and other district plans to help 
formulate an overall city plan. 

The principal element of our plan is to 
propose the residential and industrial de- 
velopment of the vacant and under-uti- 
lized railroad land that bisects our district. 
New housing would fill a need for uni- 
versity students and provide homes for 
families who prefer to live and work in the 
city. Industrial development would help 
stem the flow of companies to suburban in- 
dustrial parks, decrease employee com- 
muting time, and provide a centralized 
distribution point for goods and services. 

The University of Minnesota’s inner- 
campus transit system will pass through 
this redevelopment area, affording trans- 
portation to students and staff living in 
the neighborhood. This under-utilized 
railroad land and adjacent properties 
make up Mayor Latimer’s proposed en- 
ergy park. At the very least, the energy 
park could be a refreshing alternative to 
urban redevelopment. We hope it can be 
a stimulating learning tool and a model 
for other cities to emulate. 


Our neighborhood is also pursuing 
solutions to energy-related problems on a 
smaller scale. We have volunteer staff in 
the home improvement centers who will 
give out information on reinsulating and 
renovating older homes and how to fi- 
nance the work. We have formed a local 
development company composed of busi- 
nessmen and residents to help small busi- 
nessmen secure financing for capital im- 
provements, including rehabilitating older 
structures for energy efficiency. 

We have also actively pursued a re- 
cycling program in District 12. We now 
have once-a-month curbside pickup, and 
our goal is to have collection of separated 
recycling materials in conjunction with 
our regular weekly refuse pickup. The dis- 
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trict planning process in St. Paul has been 
a highly successful vehicle in shaping the 
future of the city. Involving citizens in 
the decisionmaking process has created an 
impetus which is necessary to renew the 
vitality of our core city. 

We hope District 12 has and will play 
an important part in the continuing re- 
vitalization. Our interests lie in many 
areas, and we feel that the diversity of our 
projects are necessary to help deal with 
the multifaceted energy problem. We 
especially look forward to working with 
Federal, State, and local officials on 
Mayor Latimer’s proposed energy park. 

Thank you very much. 

Mayor Latimer. Thank 
much. 


you very 


SOLAR ENERGY PROJECTS 


The next speaker is Russell Doty, who 
is an attorney and has done considerable 
research professionally in solar and alter- 
native energy sources and the kinds of 
ordinance and statutory changes that 
might be needed to adapt to the new 
technology. 

Mr. Doty? 

Mr. Dory. Mr. President, Mrs. Carter, 
Ramsey County has 30 to 50 solar instal- 
lations, and from these projects and the 
400 to 700 other operating solar systems 
in Minnesota, we have confirmed that 
Minnesota’s climate is definitely suitable 
for solar applications. For example, one 
Twin City solar system was producing 90- 
degree tapwater on Christmas Day 2 years 
ago. Many of Minnesota’s systems have 
been working successfully for more than 
2 years, and many of them are warranted 
for up to 10 years. But people do not yet 
realize that solar systems work here, and 
we continue to need massive amounts of 
money to make solar curriculum guides 
and resource people available to the edu- 
cational projects. 

The effect of education is dramatic. 
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Your July speech created so much interest 
that the Minnesota solar dealers who I 
have talked to who have been on the 
verge of going broke now believe that they 
may even be able to make it. But interest 
alone does not mean that solar soon will 
be available to everyone who is interested. 

Even though we have a low-income 
solar loan program administered through 
the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency, 
and even though we now have a combined 
Federal-State tax credit that defrays up 
to 50 percent of the solar systems’ costs, 
most people cannot afford the initial in- 
vestment, that two to ten thousand dollar, 
upfront cost of the solar system. Energy 
utilities finance that upfront cost of power- 
plants by floating bonds that are amortized 
over long periods. And they float tax-free 
bonds for some of that plant. Now, solar 
energy-generating plants also should be 
paid for by long-term financing—but 
financing that allows the people and not 
the utilities to own their energy-generat- 
ing systems once the costs are amortized. 

Your proposed loan grant and small 
energy business assistance programs have 
and will help, but those funding sources 
won’t and don’t provide enough money 
to go around. And under them, the larger 
established firms likely will continue to 
ace out smaller applicants who are just as 
creative. You can help solve that prob- 
lem—and this is my most important 
point—by advocating Federal legisla- 
tion to enable St. Paul and other munici- 
palities to support the issuance of tax- 
exempt, low-interest-rate industrial reve- 
nue bonds. 

The bonds will finance on a lease- 
purchase-type basis the widespread use of 
individual solar systems. People can then 
pay for the solar sytem over long periods 
of time at BTU rates equal to utility rates 
and the money market, not the govern- 
ment’s budget, will be the only limit on 
available funding. 
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For example, a $400 million bond 
issue will provide more than enough 
money to install solar tapwater heating 
systems on all of the housing units in St. 
Paul. Direct heating solar systems can 
now produce more BTU’s per dollar in- 
vested than nuclear and coal-electric 
generating systems. So, continue to chal- 
lenge us, Mr. President. 

Give same market 
access and fast write-off and other tax 
advantages that coal and nuclear power- 
generating utilities enjoy, and we will in- 
sulate and solarize and do everything 
that we haven’t done yet and should do 
and do our best to see that you never 
have to find another $400 million to 
clean up a plant like Three Mile Island. 

Thank you. 

Mayor Latimer. Mr. President, you 
probably noticed, although we believe 
strongly in local control and citizen par- 
ticipation, that the prospect of Federal 
moneys continues to have some interest 
to us. Do you get that feeling? [Laughter] 

Tue Preswent. With the windfall 
profits tax, we will have that money 

Mayor Latimer. All right. 


solar the money 


Our final and perhaps our briefest 
speaker—{laughter]. You can tell, Mr. 
President, that in St. Paul they know the 
next speaker, and they know that he is 
not going to be brief, but he promised 
me he would be. His name is Tod Lefko. 

Tue Preswent. If I miss my boat, he 
is going to have to 
Laughter| 


swim with me. 


ENERGY PLANNING PROCEDURES 
Mayor Latimer. Mr. Lefko is impor- 
tant to this city, because he helped to 
formulate the neighborhood participa- 
tion process that we have been working 
under so successfully. He teaches at the 
university. He has about all of the quali- 
ties you could look for, except he can’t 
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seem to get elected to office. [Laughter] 

Mr. Lerxo. Thanks, George. 

Mr. President, and fellow citizens, how 
can we translate public awareness of 
what can be into public action or what 
should be? The issue of energy is 
before us. In St. Paul, the possibility of 
solutions are enhanced because of our 
style of decisionmaking. In St. Paul, de- 
cisions are approached in a philosophically 
and pragmatically different manner than 
many other cities. 

We begin with four philosophical 
bases: first, a belief in local responsibility 
and application of pragmatic planning. 
We have a tradition of identifying and 
facing problems and not waiting for Fed- 
eral action. Next, if we have a secret, it 
is that we are process-oriented. We have 
learned that issues must not be faced as 
a crisis, and we have developed processes 
for integrated decisionmaking. 

Third, in St. Paul the choice is not be- 
tween the new and the old. We realize 
that the future is a balance. There is 
something just and proper about talking 
about energy alternatives in this build- 
ing. And if you want to see what the true 
and best demonstration of St. Paul is, 
here it is. 

Fourth, we see energy as but a part of 
a larger system, tied to economic devel- 
opment, housing, integrated planning, 
education, and movement toward self- 
sufficiency. Even seeking self-sufficiency 
we realize our obligation and interdepend- 
ence. In fact, Mr. President, we know 
that Minneapolis has always looked to us 
for leadership. And we have never 
failed them. We shall not this time, either. 

Mr. President, with these bases, St. 
Paul has created a number of decision 
processes which allow us to raise aware- 
ness and action levels. These include, first, 
a decentralized neighborhood planning 
process which recently received the award 
as one of the best in the Nation; second, 
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designation by your administration as the 
test area for the negotiated investment 
strategy—and a wise decision it was, sir— 
third, a nationally recognized mixture of 
foundation grants, private investment, and 
governmental expenditures for urban 
renovation; and fourth, a State and re- 
gional decision process on energy and land 
use. Our State department of energy has 
been’ viewed as the pioneer in energy 
planning and data collection. 

Mr. President, we have been success- 
ful in establishing the processes. Now we 
must be even more creative in utilizing 
them. In this view, we are discussing es- 
tablishment of a model citizen, educa- 
tional process on energy, gardening, hous- 
ing, economic development, and govern- 
mental forms and functions. Next, estab- 
lishment of an urban extension service 
tied to our neighborhood planning proc- 
ess is being researched. And third, crea- 
tion of an expanded participatory plan- 
ning process on St. Paul, the eighties and 
beyond, is being explored. 

Mr. President, we see a city where for 
the first time information, education, 
leadership, systems planning, and invest- 
ment are being integrated. Here in St. 
Paul awareness can and shall be trans- 
lated into action. 

Mr. President, look about you. You see 
a city with faith in itself and the ability to 
become even more of a model for what 
neighborhoods, cities, and our society can, 
with vision, become. 

Thank you. 

Mayor Latimer. Mr. President, I 
really appreciate your generosity, and that 
is what I call it. I might add, by the way, 
that I broke up my vacation to come back 
here, too. [Laughter] But I’ve got more 
little kids than you have, and I couldn’t 
afford to bring them all back with me, 
and I regret that. But it was very generous 
for you to do this. I know that. 

I do feel very strongly that you have 
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sparked a sense of mission in dealing with 
the energy issue, because it will affect 
poor and rich alike. You have also said 
something else today that I have been 
preaching and repeating here, and that is 
that we are at another crossroads. And 
the energy problem is not merely a prob- 
lem but also a productive solution, that 
energy is going to be a job-producing en- 
tity, that energy indeed can pull the com- 
munity together, as you have pointed out. 

I think that we can take a very posi- 
tive approach to the solutions to energy. 
And I also believe we can do it locally 
here, as so beautifully pointed out by 
Mr. Lefko. 

I repeat to Mrs. Carter and to Amy and 
to the President, thank you so very, very 
much for blessing our city with your own 
presence and the presence of your fam- 
ily. 

THE 
much. 

I can truthfully say, from the bottom 
of my heart, this has been an enjoyable 
and an inspirational meeting. 

We live in the greatest nation on Earth, 
and we are blessed beyond all people. And 
still I am absolutely convinced that what 
I said that Sunday night in July is ac- 
curate, that our Nation is on the verge of 
a very serious problem. We have tended 
to lose confidence in ourselves, to lose con- 
fidence in one another, to come alien- 
ated or even antagonistic toward our own 
Government, and to fail to recognize the 
blessings that we have. 

God has given us every possible natural 
and human advantage—freedom where 
individuality and initiative and innova- 
tion can be nourished and used to over- 
come any challenge, which has always 
been proven in the past. We have got five 
times more energy reserves in our country 
than all the OPEC nations combined. 

We are the strongest nation on Earth 
militarily, the strongest nation on Earth 


PRESIDENT. Thank you very 


1467 








Aug. 17 

economically, the strongest nation on 
Earth politically. We are a democracy: 
Our free enterprise system encourages 
challenge and competition and dynamism 
and flexibility to meet any possible ob- 
stacles that might stand in the way of 
American people having a better life. And 
I want to see the wounds that exist and 
the discouragement that exists healed, 
and I want to see the challenges that arise 
overcome. And I want to see the problems 
that present themselves solved and the 
questions answered. And nobody claims— 
certainly I don’t—that all those answers 
and all those solutions and all those chal- 
lenges can be met from Washington. 

St. Paul has the kind of spirit that can 
make us all proud of our country. And 
they can bind us together in a spirit of 
brotherhood and sisterhood and unity that 
must be the basis for future progress. 

I am thankful to you. And my visit here 
has made me even prouder to be the 
President of the greatest nation on Earth. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:03 p.m. in 
the lobby of Landmark Center. 

Following the energy briefing, the President 
went to the Lambert Landing in St. Paul, 
where he boarded the riverboat Delta Queen to 
begin his trip down the Mississippi River. 


Labor Dispute in the Grain 
Industry 


Telegram to Industry and Union Leaders. 
August 18, 1979 


It is apparent that the current work 
stoppage between the American Federa- 
tion of Grain Millers and the eight grain 
facilities in Duluth, Minn., and Superior, 
Wis., is having an increasingly severe im- 
pact upon the general economy and public 
welfare of this geographical area as well 
as seriously threatening the many thou- 
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sands of farmers who are now into their 
annual harvest with no means to ship 
their grain. 


It is my deep concern therefore that 
every effort be made to bring an immedi- 
ate end to this dispute. 


In this regard, I am directing Wayne 
L. Horvitz, the national director of the 
Federal Mediation and Conciliation Serv- 
ice, to become personally involved and to 
provide whatever assistance he deems 
necessary. 


In this endeavor, a meeting has been 
scheduled for Tuesday, August 21, 1979, 
commencing at 2 p.m. at the offices of the 
Federal Mediation and Conciliation Serv- 
ice in Minneapolis, Minn. 


I am confident that you will participate 
in these meetings recognizing not only 
your own personal concerns, but also your 
responsibility to the interests of those be- 
ing adversely affected by this unfortunate 
dispute. 


This will require a total commitment by 
you to continue bargaining until an all- 
out exhaustive effort has brought about 
an end to this strike. 

Jmmmy CarTER 


NOTE: This is the text of identical telegrams 
addressed to E. H. Ryan, Peavey Co., 
Minneapolis, Minn.; Anthony Corvino, Con- 
tinental Grain Co., New York, N.Y.; 
Gerald Mattson, International Multifoods, 
Minneapolis; Felix Ricco, Cargill Co., Way- 
zata, Minn.; Donald Friborg, General 
Mills, Minneapolis; Harold Schuler, Con-agra, 
Omaha, Nebr.; Douglas Larson, Farmers Union 
GTA, St. Paul, Minn.; Dale Benson, Archer- 
Daniel-Midlands, Decatur, Ill.; Joseph Devich, 
American Federation of Grain Millers, Su- 
perior, Wis.; Frank Hoese, American Federa- 
tion of Grain Millers, Minneapolis; and Mike 
Miller, American Federation of Grain Millers, 
Minneapolis. Copies of the telegram were also 
sent to David Roe, president, Minnesota AFL- 
CIO, St. Paul; and John Schmitt, president, 
Wisconsin AFL-CIO, Milwaukee. 

The text of the telegram was released at 
Bloomington, Minn. 
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Labor Dispute in the Grain 
Industry 


Telegram to the Governors of M innesota 
and North Dakota. August 18,1979 


Following our conversations yesterday 
aboard Air Force One regarding the cur- 
rent work stoppage between the American 
Federation of Grain Millers and the grain 
companies in Duluth, Minn., and Su- 
perior, Wis., I have today directed the 
head of the Federation Mediation and 
Conciliation Service, Wayne L. Horvitz, 
to become personally involved in these 
negotiations, and to provide whatever 
assistance he feels is necessary to help bring 
about an immediate end to this dispute. 

In this effort I have also called upon 
all parties directly involved to participate 
in a resumption of negotiations with 
Director Horvitz beginning on Tuesday, 
August 21, in the Minneapolis offices of 
the Federal Mediation and Conciliation 
Service. 

In addition, I have asked the parties 
to continue bargaining until an all-out 
exhaustive effort has ended this strike. 

I share your deep concern about this 
lingering dispute and will appreciate any 
assistance you may offer, should Director 
Horvitz call upon you. 

Jmmmy Carter 
NOTE: This is the text of identical telegrams 
addressed to Gov. Al Quie of Minnesota and 
Gov. Arthur A. Link of North Dakota. 


The text of the telegram was released at 
Bloomington, Minn. 


Wabasha, Minnesota 
Remarks on Arrival at the City. 
August 18, 1979 


THE PrReEsIDENT. There is no doubt in my 
mind that all of us enjoy the privilege of 
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living in the greatest country on Earth. 
We are a nation which has indeed been 
blessed by God with blessings which ex- 
ceed those of any other peoples on Earth. 
We are a nation of freedom. We are a na- 
tion of strength, of courage, of vitality. 
We are a nation which has always been 
able and eager to meet any challenge, no 
matter how difficult it might have been, 
to solve any problem, no matter how com- 
plex it might be, or to answer any ques- 
tion which confronts the people of the 
United States of America. 

I am very proud to be the highest 
elected official in the greatest country on 
Earth, and I think what you have done 
here this morning in Wabasha, Mayor 
Meisch, and all of you, is a tremendous 
testimony to what our country can be in 
the future, if we are indeed united. 

Sometimes we tend to forget the bless- 
ings of freedom and the blessings of liv- 
ing in a democracy, where every human 
being is important, where each one of us 
has a right to be different, to live where 
we choose, to worship as we choose, to 
have equal opportunity, no matter what 
language we might speak, or how long our 
family may have been in this country or 
what color our skin might be or how 
wealthy our families might be, either. 
These kinds of differences don’t make our 
Nation weak. They make our Nation 
stronger. 

We have people in our country from al- 
most every race and every nation on 
Earth. We have ties to all the rest of the 
world, and when we are faced with a tre- 
mendous challenge, like World War I or 
World War II or the Great Depression— 
when I was a young man—those chal- 
lenges were easy to see and easy to un- 
derstand. We felt that our Nation was 
threatened and our future was not cer- 
tain, and with that threat our families 
were drawn closer together and our com- 
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munities were drawn closer together, and 
our Nation enjoyed a high degree of unity, 
because we knew that our Nation was 
under a threat. That was when we were 
strongest, with a mutual commitment, be- 
cause we knew that each person was im- 
portant. And we had to have faith in one 
another, and we had to have faith in the 
future. 

Recently our country has been faced 
with a series of problems which we 
couldn’t quite understand—the Vietnam 
war, the Watergate scandals, 10 or 12 
years of inflation, and a shortage of en- 
ergy which has caused us to turn too 
much to foreign nations for oil. It has 
made our Nation overly dependent on un- 
certain supplies of oil from the Middle 
East and other places, and it has let us 
realize for the first time in our great 
country that we do have limits, and we 
cannot afford to waste any more, as we 
have wasted, what God gave us in the 
past. 

This is not a problem that we cannot 
solve. It is not a question that we cannot 
answer. It is not an obstacle that we can- 
not overcome, if we are united. But we 
must do two things. First of all, we must 
conserve energy. We must quit wasting 
energy. And secondly, we must increase 
the energy that we produce in our own 
increased use of 


country—solar energy: 


coal; more production of oil and gas 
from our own wells; the production of 
new kinds of energy; synthetic oil from 
shale rock, from coal. 

These kinds of things are a great chal- 
lenge to us. But they ought to unite us 
and not divide us, one from another. It is 
very important for you to have confidence 
in our Government, in your mayor, you! 
county officials, your State officials, youn 
Federal officials, your President. Regard- 


less of whether you might be Republican 
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or Democrat or Protestant or Catholic or 
Jewish, that doesn’t matter. In a time of 
stress and trial, that is the time we need 
to unite with a common effort. 

When elections come, vote how you 
choose, but when our Nation is faced with 
a problem, every single American must 
say, “What can I do to make my Nation 
stronger and greater and more united to 
face a common challenge?” 

There is no doubt in my mind that we 
can resolve our energy problem and give 
our Nation security so that no matter 
what happens in the Middle East, our 
Nation will not suffer, so that we can be 
reliant on ourselves. We now have before 
the Congress proposals that will solve 
these problems if Congress acts. A wind- 
fall profits tax will give us money derived 
from taxing the oil companies, to help 
poor families pay the increased cost of 
energy, to give us a way to conserve en- 
ergy and to weatherize homes, to make 
automobiles more efficient, to give us mass 
transit systems, and to produce synthetic 
fuels. 

We have the means in our hands to 
solve our national problem, but the single 
most important thing is for us to have 
confidence in one another, faith in our- 
selves, and to be unified in facing the 
future. 

You have really thrilled me this morn- 
ing and inspired me and, I think, all 
Americans who will see this on television 
and read about this in the newspaper and 
hear this on the radio, to know that the 
people in Wabasha—TI don’t know where 
you all came from—to show that you be- 
lieve in the strength of our country. 

How many of you believe that we live 
in the greatest nation on Earth? [Ap- 
plause] Very good. 

How many of you believe that we can 
have energy security in the United States 
of America? [Applause] 
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This is the most difficult question: 
How many of you are going to do your 
part and a little more to save evergy and 
to make sure our Nation is secure in the 
future? If you will do your part, would 
you let me know? [Applause] Very fine. 

One other question. How many of you 
think that even though we live in the 
greatest nation on Earth now, we are go- 
ing to all combine our efforts to make it 
even greater in the future and have the 
United States of America be an even more 
wonderful place to live in years to come? 
How many of you believe that? [Ap- 
plause] Very good. 

Well, you have made me very happy, 
and I know that Rosalynn would say this 
is the best birthday party she has ever 
had. Thank you very much. 

Mrs. Carter. I want to thank you, 
too, for this wonderful welcome, for all 
your birthday wishes, and for your 
prayers. And I want to thank you for the 
birthday cake, too, with the energy 
pledges, because as Jimmy has said, every 
effort helps. And when you save energy, 
you help not only yourselves and your 
community, but you help our whole 
country. 

I am very proud of you and proud to 
be here today. Thank you very much. 
NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 11 
a.m. near the docking site of the Delta Queen. 


As printed above, the item follows the text 
of the White House press release. 


Alma, Wisconsin 


Remarks on Arrival at the City. 
August 18, 1979 


I hope that you will all remember what 
a great country we have, how strong we 
are, and how much God has blessed us. 

We have a serious problem, as you 
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know, right now with inflation that has 
been with us for 10 or 12 years and with 
too much dependence on foreign oil, 
which makes our Nation’s security a cause 
of great concern. There are only three 
things we can do about it. One is to save 
energy, conservation, to stop wasting so 
much energy, and every single person in 
our Nation can help with that. Figure out 
in your own driving habits, the way 
you heat your home, the way you air-con- 
dition your home, the way you share 
automobiles, everything that you do, try 
to save as much energy as possible. And 
secondly, we need to increase the amount 
of energy that we produce in our own 
country—solar energy, increased use of 
coal, synthetic fuel, and the other kinds 
of things that we can do as a great nation. 

We have now before the Congress pro- 
posals which will give us an opportunity 
both to save and to produce more in our 
own country. It must be financed by the 
windfall profits tax, a tax on the oil com- 
panies so that they won’t take the tre- 
mendous profits and keep it for them- 
selves, but share it through your govern- 
ment with you so that we can weatherize 
homes, give us better transit systems, and 
so forth. 

I hope that you will contact your own 
Members of Congress and ask them to 
support the windfall profits tax, because 
out of that tax can come enough money 
from the oil companies to help poor peo- 
ple, those with low incomes or moderate 
incomes, to pay for the increased cost of 
energy, to provide conservation encour- 
agement, and also to produce more fuel 
for ourselves in our own country. 

We have about 25 percent of the total 
energy reserves on Earth in our own Na- 
tion—five times more than all the OPEC 
countries put together—but we need to 
use our energy more effectively. So, if 
you will help me, I will help you, and 
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we will make the greatest nation on Earth 
even greater in the future. 
Will you help me? Good. 
NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 2 
p.m. at the docking site of the Delta Queen. 
As printed above, the item follows the text 
of the White House press release. 


Minnesota City, Minnesota 


Informal Exchange With Reporters at the 
Docking Site of the Delta Queen. 
August 18, 1979 


Q. Learned anything today? [Laughter] 
Seriously 

Tue PresipeEntT. Well, if I have a 
chance with the folks on the ship—fin- 
audible). Well, I’ve learned that at the 
first stop with us in Wabasha, and I think 
it’s obvious they are genuinely interested 
in saving energy and in proving that our 
country can be unified and that there is 
a good harmony among those who have 
different backgrounds and different in- 
terests. I think the turnout here shows a 
great deal of interest obviously in the 
office of the presidency, and I consider 
it to be a nonpartisan sort of expression 
of support for the President himself and 
for this Nation’s strength. 





Q. Did it seem to you that people were 
a little bit more upbeat than you might 
have expected? 

THE Presivent. Yeah, they really are. 
It’s been surprising. I thought in St. Paul 
last night the genuine excitement that 
they showed in that city in putting to- 
gether a very far-reaching kind of a com- 
plicated approach to the energy question 
was also inspiring to me. And I think the 
general tone of the response and the at- 
titude of people toward one another, to- 
ward our country is one of great patriot- 
ism and strength. I’ve been very pleased. 


Q. Are you getting any rest? 
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Tue PresiwenT. Enough. This has just 
been really exciting to me. 

Q. One final question. We’re standing 
on the wet bank of the Mississippi here. 

Tue Preswent. I noticed that. 
[Laughter] 

Q. A question someone in the crowd 
asked, but I didn’t hear you answer it. 
Wouldn’t it be fair to call this cam- 
paigning? 

Tue Present. Well, I—you know, I 
want the people to be reminded of the 
Nation’s energy problems and the fact 
that we can solve those problems. And 
so, it’s a vacation for us. We’re enjoying 
every minute of it, and I think for me to 
give that message as we go along is very 
important. So, we’re campaigning for a 
good energy program, but not on a par- 
tisan basis. I think the people that come 
here—I don’t know whether they’re 
Democrats or Republicans—they come 
because I’m President. It’s not a partisan 
campaign for Democrats or for me. It’s a 
campaign for a stronger country and a 
comprehensive energy policy. 

Q. What do you think of this boat? 

THE PresiwenT. I like it. Don’t you? 

Q. The boat’s leaving. 

Tue Preswent. I can’t believe it. The 
boat’s going to leave me. The boat’s leav- 
ing. I’ve got to get on board. 

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately 
4:30 p.m. 

As printed above, the item follows the text 

of the White House press release. 


Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin 


Remarks at a Picnic Sponsored by the 
Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing 
Company. August 19, 1979 


Tue Presivent. Hello, everybody. I’m 
really proud that all of you came to the 
picnic that Rosalynn and I and Amy have 
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put on with you, along with the 3M Com- 
pany. We’re glad to be your cohosts and 
also the guests of a very fine example of 
the free enterprise system of our country. 
3M was the first company in our Nation 
that was given the national award for 
conserving energy. 

And I think what they have done is 
typical of what has been done throughout 
the State of Wisconsin, when your former 
Governor, Pat Lucey, who’s now a very 
distinguished and able Ambassador to 
Mexico, was in office. He initiated some 
conservation measures in Wisconsin which 
have been good as an example for the 
entire Nation. You as a people in Wiscon- 
sin use 20 percent less energy per person 
than the average throughout our country, 
in spite of the fact that you rank 12th in 
industrial production and in spite of the 
fact that on normal days you have cooler 
weather than we do in Georgia—but I 
think today you’ve equaled the Georgia 
climate and temperature. But you haven’t 
done well enough. And neither has anyone 
in the United States done well enough in 
saving energy. 

Our country has a great challenge be- 
fore us at this time. There is no conflict 
between the two things that we must do. 
One is to conserve energy, to stop waste, 
and secondly, to produce more energy in 
our own Nation. 

Our Nation’s security is threatened be- 
cause we’re too dependent on foreign oil. 
So, everyone in the United States must 
do as we have done in the past when our 
country was in danger or when it was 
threatened—unite with one another, in- 
stead of being divided one from another, 
and realize that every single American is 
important, cut back on waste of energy in 
your driving habits, obey the speed limits, 
join in the vanpool system that 3M is do- 
ing—and other parts of the country will 
soon be doing here—make sure that you 
don’t waste energy in your home, do every- 
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thing you can to save precious energy. And 
secondly, we'll have to use more solar 
power. We'll have to use more coal from 
within our own country, and we'll produce 
more oil and gas and synthetic fuels. If we 
do those things, there’s no doubt in my 
mind that we can meet this present chal- 
lenge. 

Our country, as you well know, is the 
greatest nation on Earth. We’re the 
strongest nation politically; we’re the 
strongest nation economically; we’re cer- 
tainly the strongest nation militarily. And 
we’ve got something else as well. God has 
blessed us above all other people with 
natural resources, not only a great river, 
one of the best avenues for traffic and also 
freight and also passengers in the whole 
world—one of the most enjoyable trips, 
I think, imaginable anywhere—but, of 
course, we’ve been blessed with energy 
reserves. 

In our Nation we’ve got 25 percent of 
all the energy reserves in the whole world. 
All the OPEC nations in the Mideast put 
together only have 5 percent. So, God’s 
blessed us with a strong nation and with a 
nation that has enough natural resources. 
It’s up to us. 

And I’ve come here this afternoon to 
remind you that sometimes we do get too 
discouraged. We ought to count our bless- 
ings and figure out how you as citizens of 
our country, how I as the highest elected 
official in the greatest nation on Earth, 
State officials, local officials, the Congress 
can all work together, not separated one 
from another, not criticizing one another, 
not looking for scapegoats, but how we can 
make the greatest nation on Earth even 
greater in the future. That’s what I’ve 
pledged to do. If you’ll help me, we'll do 
it together. 

Thank you very much. God bless all of 
you. 

Mrs. Carter. And I want to thank you 
for the wonderful welcome too. I’ve en- 
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joyed shaking hands with you, some of you 
two and even three times. And thank you 
for the birthday wishes too. 

We've had a wonderful trip down the 
river. The countryside is so beautiful, and 
the people all along the way, you have 
made it very special for us. We care for 
every one of you, and we’re pleased and 
proud to be here. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. at 
the picnic grounds near the plant. 


McGregor, lowa 


Remarks on Arrival at the Town. 
August 19, 1979 


We’re all delighted that we finally got 
to Iowa. 

This last day and a half, coming down 
our great Mississippi River on the Delta 
Queen, has been an inspiration for our 
family. And we’ve become convinced 
anew, the same, I’m sure, all of you have, 
that we live in the greatest nation on 
Earth. Do you agree with that? [Applause] 

Our country has always been blessed by 
God with every possible advantage we 
could desire—military strength, economic 
strength, political strength; natural re- 
sources; basic freedoms; the cherishing on 
an individual human being; our right to 
be different; our right for farmers and 
business leaders, working people, em- 
ployers, blacks and whites, those who 
speak different languages, Protestants, 
Jews, Catholics, those who have no orga- 
nized religious belief, in our great country, 
have a right to be different. But there are 
times when Americans feel the necessity to 
put aside differences and to bind our- 
selves together in the common purpose. 

In front of me is a distinguished veteran 
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of the First World War, with two Silver 
Stars and a Purple Heart, symbols of hero- 
ism and a willingness to offer his life, if 
necessary, for the preservation of our 
Union. When we have identifiable threats 
to our country, we always bind ourselves 
together. Families, communities, local, 
State, Federal officials, we respect one an- 
other and we try to overlook differences. 
We don’t try to find someone to blame for 
a mistake or for a problem. 

These days our country is threatened. 
But it’s a different kind of threat from 
what we experienced in the First and 
Second World War, even the Great De- 
pression. Our Nation’s security is threat- 
ened because we’ve become too dependent 
on oil from foreign countries. We must 
restore our Nation’s energy security. 

We can do it in two ways. They’re not 
incompatible; they support one another. 
The first is to save energy, to conserve 
energy, to stop wasting energy. And every 
single American can do this and must do 
this within our own homes, within our 
own automobiles, at our own business or 
workingplace, on our farms. The second 
thing we can do is to increase the produc- 
tion of energy in our own country—oil, 
gas, coal, synthetic fuels, and especially 
solar energy, which we are enjoying today. 
We have tremendous opportunities for 
this. 

I proposed to the Congress a compre- 
hensive energy policy, long overdue, de- 
pendent on the windfall profits tax on the 
oil companies. It’s not right for the oil 
companies to take enormous profits and 
keep them for themselves. Through the 
windfall profits tax, those profits must be 
shared with all Americans to help us with 
conservation, solar power, and to become 
energy independent. I need you to help 
me with that. Will you do it? [Applause] 
This is a time for unity. 
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The last thing I want to say to you is 
that Iowa is blessed especially by God’s 
blessings—rich soil, enormous productiv- 
ity, a low unemployment rate, the kind of 
unity of purpose that stands our Nation 
in good stead. And you’re also blessed with 
one of the finest public servants I have ever 
known—a man who does a great job for 
our country, but a man who especially has 
his roots deep in Iowa and who represents 
you every day, fighting for your rights, 
fighting for a better life for Iowans. And 
I’m especially grateful to be in the home- 
town of John Culver, the man I’m talking 
about. You’re lucky to have him. 

Let me say this in closing. Rosalynn and 
Amy and I have been inspired by the 
friendship shown us in this first part of our 
Mississippi River voyage. We'll be going 
all the way from St. Paul to St. Louis, 
meeting literally thousands and thousands 
and thousands of people along the river- 
banks, both when the ship doesn’t stop, 
when we go through locks, and when we 
have a brief stop like this to visit and shake 
hands directly. 

It’s been an inspiration for us; we’re 
grateful for it. If you’ll stick with us, stick 
with each other, have confidence in your- 
selves, in your neighbors, in your com- 
munities and our Nation, and revere the 
opportunities of a free nation and a free 
government, the truest democracy on 
Earth, then there’s no doubt in my mind 
that we can make the greatest nation on 
Earth even greater in the future. That’s 
what I want; that’s what we must do to- 
gether. 

Thank you very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:10 p.m. at 
Triangle Park. Following his remarks, he went 
to the home of Senator Culver for a private 


luncheon. He then boarded the Delta Queen at 
Prairie du Chien. 
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Dubuque, Iowa 


Remarks on Arrival at the City. 
August, 20, 1979 


Mayor Wertzburger, Congressman Tauke, 
our good hosts yesterday, John and Ann 
Culver: 

I wish you could have been with us for 
lunch. We had enough, I believe, to feed 
the whole crowd, but there wasn’t enough 
left to feed two people. We had Iowa 
corn, we had Iowa beef, we had Iowa 
ham, we had Iowa apple pie, we had 
some homemade ice cream made out of 
Iowa milk. And just so I don’t use all my 
time up, I won’t tell you about the rest 
of the menu, but it was just great. 

One of the things that has been the best 
for Rosalynn and me and Amy has been 
to meet the people who have come out 
along the banks of the Mississippi to ex- 
press your friendship toward us personally 
and your respect for the office of President 
of the greatest nation on Earth. I’m par- 
ticularly grateful to John Culver, who saw 
that we were not originally scheduled to 
stop in Dubuque, and I think he talked to 
Captain Martin on the Delta Queen, and 
the first thing we knew, John Culver said, 
“T’ll meet you in Dubuque.” 

I have to admit that this Midwest 
country is just as beautiful as Georgia, 
and you've got the Mississippi River as a 
bonus. And it’s really been wonderful for 
us. 


Every time we’ve been through one of 
the locks, we’ve had a large crowd of 
people. Night before last, we got to Lock 
8, I believe it was, at 3 o’clock in the 
morning, and there was a large group of 
people there to meet us—it was almost an 
emotional thing. And then yesterday 
morning at 8 o’clock, we arrived at a 
lock, and it was pouring down rain. And 
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there were several hundred people there 
in the rain—I think there were four um- 
brellas with several hundred folks with 
little babies and children and very senior 
citizens who had been waiting there sev- 
eral hours to pay their respects to the 
President of our country. And I deeply 
appreciate the friendship you’ve shown us. 

We've got a wonderful country. God’s 
blessed us in every possible way. And I 
know that the outpouring of friendship 
that has been exhibited on this trip is the 
true indication of your respect and your 
thanks for the many blessings that God’s 
given us in the United States of America. 
He’s given us great productive land. The 
number one farming State in the country, 
as you know, is Iowa. If anyone disagrees 
with that, speak up. If you agree with it, 
speak up. [Applause] I believe you have 
the highest percentage of productive land 
in the whole country. And I’m very grate- 
ful to be here with you. 

I want to say two things. One is that 
we have a very serious problem. And the 
second thing I’m going to say is that we 
have the ability to overcome it. 

The problem is with energy. Our coun- 
try is too dependent on uncertain foreign 
oil. We’ve now got to the point where 
we are importing one-half of all the oil 
we use. And you’ve seen, back in 1973 and 
*74, what happened to our country when 
that supply was interrupted from just a 
few countries. And you’ve seen this year, 
when the price has gone up 60 percent in 
6 months, what can be done with prices 
over which we have no control. We are 
importing inflation and we are importing 
unemployment every time we import for- 
eign oil. My preference is, instead of im- 
porting a barrel of foreign oil, is to pro- 
duce a barrel of gasohol in Iowa. I believe 
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that’s a better approach to our energy 
problem. 

We've already taken action since I’ve 
been in office, with the help of Congress, 
of course, to cut our dependence on for- 
eign oil by 4 million barrels every day. 
We’ve now proposed to the Congress a 
way to cut another 44 million barrels a 
day by 1990. But the whole process de- 
pends upon the passage of a windfall 
profits tax on the oil companies. The 
choice is whether the oil companies keep 
the enormous profits that come from in- 
creased prices of oil, or whether a part of 
those profits shall be taken through a 
windfall profits tax and distributed 
among the people of our Nation to con- 
serve energy, to cut out waste, to save en- 
ergy, to produce other forms of energy 
like gasohol, solar power, and so forth. 
This is the important task that we have. 

Every one of you can help—in your 
habits, driving to and from work, whether 
you share your automobile with others, 
whether you walk sometimes instead of 
ride, how you handle the use of heat in 
your homes—there are hundreds, literally, 
that you can do to cut down on the waste 
of oil. And I need your help and your sup- 
port with the Congress to pass the wind- 
fall profits tax and give us a chance to 
protect our Nation’s security. 

So, that’s one message I want to give 
you. We must have a secure nation by 
cutting down on waste and producing 
more American energy. 

And the second thing I want to say is 
that our country is strong enough to ac- 
complish this task. Down through his- 
tory—and you're part of history, right 
here in Dubuque—every time our Nation 
has had a serious problem or a challenge, 
we have been strong enough and united 
enough to meet that challenge, to over- 
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come that problem, to answer that ques- 
tion. But almost always in the past, we’ve 
been able to identify the problem, like in 
the First World War, we knew our Nation 
was in danger, the Second World War, 
the Great Depression. And recognizing 
the danger to our country, we bound our- 
selves together. Our families became 
stronger, our communities became 
stronger, we had respect for and we sup- 
ported our local officials, our State offi- 
cials, our Federal officials. We didn’t let 
a chasm open up between ourselves and 
the Federal Government. We felt that it 
was our government, and we cherished it. 
If we didn’t like something it did, we 
changed it at election time, but between 
elections we gave it our support and our 
respect. 

Now with the energy shortage and 12 
years of inflation, Americans have tended 
to get discouraged. We’ve kind of lost con- 
fidence in ourselves and lost confidence in 
one another. We've tended to become 
divided ; we’ve got too many special inter- 
est groups grasping for some advantage. 
Now’s the time for us to unite again and 
face this serious energy problem, which 
directly threatens our Nation’s security, 
together, in an unselfish attitude. 

There is no doubt in my mind that we 
can do it, and if you will help me, I will 
help you to make the greatest nation on 
Earth even greater in the future. 

And now I'd like to come out and shake 
hands with as many of you as I can reach. 
And I thank you for coming out to meet 
us. 

BysTANDER. Jimmy, I’ve been waiting 
since 5 o'clock! 

THe Presivenr. I'll be right there. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:25 a.m. at the 
docking site of the Delta Queen. 


Women’s Equality Day, 1979 


Proclamation 4674. August 20, 1979 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


On August 26, 1920, fifty-nine years 
ago, the 19th Amendment became a part 
of the United States Constitution, guar- 
anteeing women the right to vote. 

As we celebrate the anniversary of that 
victory for all Americans, we applaud the 
courage of the women and men who 
struggled for generations to achieve it. 
But the 19th Amendment was only one 
step on the long journey toward full 
equality for women. 

Through persistent and dedicated ef- 
fort, women have made great strides to- 
ward achieving that equality in recent 
years. But the need for the Equal Rights 
Amendment is still compelling. Today, I 
reiterate my continued commitment to 
make the ERA a part of our Constitution. 

The ERA does not legislate that men 
and women are the same. It simply says 
that the law cannot penalize women be- 
cause they are female. Nor does the ERA 
impose new, unwanted roles on women. 
Rather, it safeguards their opportunity to 
develop their full potential in the direc- 
tions they choose. As women are freed 
from arbitrary barriers and stereotypes, 
men are liberated as well. 

When passed, the ERA will provide a 
single, clear, comprehensive standard 
against which discrimination can be meas- 
ured. Legal equality for women must be 
made a part of the Constitution. 

The ERA is not a recent idea. It was 
first introduced in Congress in 1923. After 
lengthy and careful debate, Congress 
submitted it to the States for ratification 
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on March 22, 1972. Now all but three 
of the necessary thirty-eight states have 
ratified it. The deadline is June 30, 1982. 

The ratification of the ERA may be the 
single most important step in assuring 
American women their full equality. 
Gaining ratification in the remaining 
states will not be easy—but it will mean 
our country can tap the full resources and 
abilities of all its citizens. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Jimmy CarTER, 
President of the United States of Amer- 
ica, do hereby proclaim August 26, 1979, 
as Women’s Equality Day and do hereby 
urge all Americans to work to guarantee 
full equality for women before the 1982 
deadline. 

I hope that, as a part of future cele- 
brations for Women’s Equality Day, we 
can celebrate the passage of the 19th 
Amendment and the passage of the Equal 
Rights Amendment. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have here- 
unto set my hand this twentieth day of 
August, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-nine, and of the Inde- 
pendence of the United States of Amer- 
ica the two hundred and fourth. 

Jmmy CartTER 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
4:45 p.m., August 20, 1979] 


Fifteenth Anniversary of the 
Signing of the Economic 
Opportunity Act 


Proclamation 4675. August 20, 1979 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


On August 20, 1964, our Nation em- 
barked upon its most altruistic enterprise 
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since the Marshall Plan. President Lyn- 
don B. Johnson signed into law an Act “to 
mobilize the human and financial re- 
sources of the Nation to combat poverty 
in the United States.” 

The ideal envisioned in the Economic 
Opportunity Act of 1964 was a Nation in 
which “every individual has the opportu- 
nity to contribute to the full extent of his 
capabilities and to participate in the 
workings of our society.” 

The proud litany of bold innovations 
which this legislation introduced into the 
Nation’s vocabulary included Commu- 
nity Action, Head Start, Job Corps, Le- 
gal Services, VISTA, New Careers, Foster 
Grandparents, Upward Bound, Follow 
Through, Emergency Food and Medical 
Services, and Senior Opportunities and 
Services. 

The experimental concepts tested in 
these many programs have long since left 
the laboratory. Along the way, we have 
made some important discoveries—about 
poverty, about ourselves and about our 
country. We have learned from these pro- 
grams that poverty is not an isolated prob- 
that can be overcome without 
changes in the larger economy. We have 
learned that the poor of America are by 
no means alone in their deep-seated de- 
sire for institutional change; in their de- 
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sire for government responsiveness at all 
levels; in their desire for opportunities for 
genuine participation as members of our 
society. We have discovered along the 
way that poor and non-poor alike long 
for a sense of community, a share in de- 
cision-making, a feeling that the indi- 
vidual can be heard—in the councils of 
government, in corporate meetings, and 
in the marketplace. 

All Americans should have learned in 
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these 15 tumultuous years that changing 
circumstances may place any one of us 
in the path of common enemies: obsolete 
skills in an age of technological revolu- 
tion; the danger of disability through in- 
jury or disease in a hazardous environ- 
ment; mutual vulnerability to shrinking 
energy, housing, and food resources. All 
of us have learned that our country can- 
not afford to allow differences—in in- 
come, in social status, in geography, in 
age, in intellect or health, in color, accent, 
or religion—to divide and polarize us. 

This generation has learned also that 
poverty is not a question of income 
alone—we can be energy-poor, even 
though wealthy as a Nation; we can be 
spiritually impoverished, even when we 
are materially satiated. 

Let us take this occasion, then, to re- 
dedicate ourselves and our country to the 
ideals of the Economic Opportunity Act 
with a renewed commitment to our Na- 
tion’s goal of securing the opportunity for 
every individual to “attain the skills, 
knowledge, and motivations . . . to be- 
come fully self-sufficient.” 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Jimmy CarTER, 
President of the United States of Amer- 
ica, do hereby proclaim and designate the 
next 12 months as a year of rekindled ef- 
fort to open to everyone in our land “the 
opportunity to live in decency and dig- 
nity.” 

In WitNEss WHEREOF, I have hereun- 
to set my hand this twentieth day of Au- 
gust, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-nine, and of the Inde- 
pendence of the United States of Amer- 
ica, the two hundred and fourth. 


Jmmmy CartTER 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
4:48 p.m., August 20, 1979] 
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Davenport, Iowa 


Remarks on Arrival at the City. 
August 21, 1979 


Good morning, everybody. Good morn- 
ing. Did you enjoy the music? Doc Hatha- 
way, wasn’t he great? We’re really excited 
coming back to Davenport, and thank all 
of you for coming out to welcome us. 

This last 3 days have been very exciting 
for me and for Amy and for Rosalynn— 
to see the beautiful Midwest, to enjoy the 
Mississippi, and above all, to see the won- 
derful people that have made us feel so 
welcome. Thank you very much. God 
bless you. 

We believe that we live in the greatest 
country on Earth. Do you agree with that? 
[Applause] Our Nation is so strong and so 
good to all of us. And, as you know, God’s 
blessed us with personal freedom, a chance 
to live in a democracy where we can 
choose our own government, solve our 
own problems, meet our own challenges, 
answer our own questions, if we Ameri- 
cans can be unified, can see a common 
problem, and work together to solve it. 

We do have one serious common prob- 
lem—and I’m going to talk to you about 
that on the telephone this morning in just 
a few minutes. I think that with this tre- 
mendous crowd, I would like to say that 
we can solve our energy problem if we 
work together. It’s serious enough to chal- 
lenge our Nation’s security. And shortly 
before I left Washington, I took the last 
action that’s available to me as President 
by decontrolling the price of heavy oil, 
very heavy oil. This will add about 500,- 
000 barrels of oil to our Nation’s supply in 
the future without having an adverse im- 
pact on inflation. 


Now the other action that can be taken 
by our Government must be taken by Con- 
gress. And I want all of you to help me 
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convince the Congress—I might say John 
Culver is already convinced, and he’s help- 
ing me—that we need to put a windfall 
profits tax on the oil companies. This must 
be done. 

The choice is, do we let the oil com- 
panies keep enormous profits or do we 
keep them and use that money to conserve 
energy, to shift towards solar power, to 
have more gasohol made in Iowa, and to 
have a nation strong and free and inde- 
pendent of dependence on OPEC prices 
and OPEC oil. Will you help me with the 
Congress to have an independent nation? 
[Applause] Right on. 

We will soon have a very fine energy 
experiment work—that I'll describe to 
you on the radio this morning—that’ll let 
our entire Nation have advice on all 50 
States about how we can conserve energy. 
We’ve tried it out now for 2 years in 10 
different States throughout the country. 
It has worked very well. And we’ll have 
several hundred thousands of dollars avail- 
able in Iowa, beginning next year, to help 
us plan in every local community like 
Davenport how we can conserve energy, 
eliminate waste, and make sure our Na- 
tion is better able to meet this challenge. 
This is a very important program that in 
the long run will not cost anything—it wil) 
save much more than it costs. 

So, I hope all of you will work with me 
and the Congress to make the greatest na- 
tion on Earth even greater in the future. 
I’m very glad to be back in Davenport. 
You were wonderful to me a couple of 
years ago, and as President, you’ve been 
even nicer to me. And I believe that all of 
us working together can make sure that 
our Nation stays strong, stays happy, stays 
united, and that we will have indeed in 
the rest of our lives and for our children 
the greatest and the strongest nation on 
Earth. 

Thank you very much. God bless all of 
you. 
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We'll be on the radio at 9:30. Listen in, 
call if you can. We'll see you later. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 a.m. at 
the Lake Davenport Sailing Club dock. 


Davenport, lowa 


Remarks During a Radio Call-Out Program on 
KSTT/WXLP Stations. August 21, 1979 


Mr. Jackson. Good morning. I’m H. L. 
Jackson, news director of KSTT and 
WXLP. 

Good morning, Mr. President, and wel- 
come to the studios and the Quad Cities. 

Tue Presipent. Good morning. 

It’s really a great occasion for me to be 
back here in the Quad City area. I’ve been 
here several times before, but I have to say 
that this is the biggest and most enthusi- 
astic crowd I’ve ever seen around Daven- 
port and Moline. 

This is a fine opportunity also, for me 
as President, this morning to get questions 
from the listeners in this Quad City area, 
and I’m looking forward to trying to ex- 
plain as best I can what our Nation is do- 
ing now and what we can do in the future 
with the help of all Americans to remove 
this threat to our Nation’s energy security. 
So, I think this will be a good session for 
me to express my views, and I’m looking 
forward to the questions very, very much. 

Mr. Jackson. Very good. Mr. Presi- 
dent, many people have sent in postcards, 
wanting an opportunity to talk with you 
this morning. 

During the next 45 minutes, we will get 
as many calls in as possible. All calls have 
been pre-placed. A reminder to those who 
will be talking with the President: Be sure 
all the radios in the vicinity of your tele- 
phone are off while you are on the phone 
with the President. We are using a tape 
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delay system that may tend to be confus- 
ing to you. 

Now, in order to get as many people on 
the air as possible we will go straight to 
the telephones. 

Mr. President, the first caller is Mr. 
Carl Ferrell of Rock Island, Illinois. 

Q. Mr. President, how are you today? 

Tue PresiveNT. Just fine, Carl. It’s 
good to hear from you. 

Q. It’s good to talk to you. 


NATIONAL MORALE 


I just want to say I think you’re doing 
a pretty good job, and I think it’s time— 
energy is a problem, of course, but I think 
a bigger problem is the morale of the 
American people. I think what they 
should be doing is concentrating and 
channeling their energies to conserving 
energy and working with the government, 
rather than spending all their time work- 
ing against it. 

Tue Presipent. Carl, that’s a very 
wise analysis. The main question that we 
face now is how our Nation can be uni- 
fied in the face of this energy threat. 

In the past, in the history of our coun- 
try, when we’ve had a serious challenge 
like this, it’s been easy for us to see it and 
to recognize it, like in the First World 
War, the Second World War, or even the 
Great Depression. But with this energy 
threat to our basic national security, 
caused by our excessive dependence on 
foreign oil, it’s hard for the average 
Amercan to see it or to understand it. 

We import, as you know, about half of 
all of our oil and there are two things we 
can do about it: One is to save energy, 
to eliminate waste, to conserve all we can, 
and every American can help there. And 
the other one is to increase American 
production of energy. Oil, gas, coal, geo- 
thermal, gasohol, obviously would be very 
important to Iowa and to Illinois and the 
increasing use of solar power. 
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These are the basic things that must 
be done, but you’re absolutely right that 
people must be determined to do it. They 
must be unselfish, and they must work 
closely with local, State, and Federal Gov- 
ernment officials and with each other. 

Q. We have got a great nation, and the 
American people is a large family, and 
that’s what they have got to realize. We 
are one big family working together. We 
have to work together to survive. 

Tue Presipent. That’s a very good 
statement. I agree completely with you. 

Thank you, Carl, very much. 

Q. Okay. I will let you go. I know 
you've got a lot of people to talk to you. 
Okay? 

THE Preswwent. Thank you. 

Q. Okay. Have a good trip. Bye now. 

Mr. Jackson. The next caller is 
Debbie Brown of Davenport. Debbie? 

THE PRESIDENT. Go ahead, Debbie. 

Q. Hi. Who is this? 

THE Preswent. I think you’re Debbie 
Brown. 


Q. Iam. 


Tue Present. My name is Jimmy 
Carter. 


Q. Hi. 
THE PresiDENT. Do you have a ques- 
tion, Debbie? 


DAVENPORT 


Q. Yes. I would like to know how you 
like Davenport. 

Tue Preswwent. Well, Davenport is 
just one of my favorite places. When I 
was campaigning for President, I came 
into the Davenport Airport and I remem- 
ber we only had about 15 or 20 people 
there to meet me. 

This morning, we had thousands of 
people here to meet me as President. And 
I’ve always found, whether there was a 
small group or a large one, that the peo- 
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ple in Davenport are very enthusiastic 
and very friendly and very patriotic. 

One of the most important things, 
though, is that Davenport seems to be a 
very unified community. You’ve never 
been afraid to face difficulties. And I 
think that you’re living in one of the most 
productive areas of the entire world as far 
as farmland is concerned, has given you a 
sense: that you contribute to a worldwide 
beneficial life for other people. So, there 
is an unselfishness here and a friendship 
here and a spirit of unity here in Daven- 
port and a spirit of patriotism that makes 
your community really a good place to 
live. 

And I might say that you have got the 
Mississippi River as a bonus. No, you 
couldn’t have it better. 

Thank you, Debbie. 


Mr. Jackson. The next caller is Mark 
Larson in Milan, Illinois. 


MILITARY PAY INCREASE 


Q. Hello. 


THE Present. Good morning, Mark. 
Go ahead. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 

My question has to do with a subject 
that’s a little off from the energy problem, 
although I am behind your proposals and 
I hope Congress gets behind you as quick- 
ly as the Quad City people have. 

I’m on leave from the military right 
now. I’m in the Navy, sir, like you were. 
Before I left I heard that the military was 
going to get a 5.5-percent pay raise. Is this 
true, sir? 

THE PresIpDENT. Yes, that’s true, Mark. 
We'll have a 5.5-percent pay raise for the 
military. It’s a little bit less than the in- 
flation rate, but I think it’s enough to get 
us by. And we hope that in a very short 
time, we'll be able to turn this 10- or 12- 
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year inflation rate around and let us have 
a more stable cost of living. 

As you know, when we import too 
much oil we also import unemployment 
and we also import inflation. So the eco- 
nomic situation in our country is very 
closely tied in with the energy situation. 
One of the best things about our Nation 
is, however, that we have such tremen- 
dous productivity in our farming areas. 
We now are exporting more farm prod- 
ucts overseas than we ever have before in 
history. In 1978 we also set a world rec- 
ord, and in 1977 we also set a record. So 
each year we’re exporting more farm 
products, which helps us control inflation 
and, of course, dealing with the energy 
question will help it as well. 

But the pay increase for the military 
will be as you described, and I think this 
is certainly well deserved by all of you 
who serve in the Navy and the other 
branches of the armed forces. 

Q. We’re behind you, sir. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you, Mark. 
That means a lot to me. 

Q. Well, thank you, sir. Have a good 
day. 

Mr. Jackson. The next caller is Chris 
Swanson from Tipton, Iowa. Chris, go 
ahead. 


DECONTROL OF OIL PRICES; NUCLEAR 
POWER 


Q. Good morning, Mr. President. 
THe PresipeNnT. Good morning, Chris. 
Q. How are you this morning? 

THE PRESIDENT. I’m just great. Good 
to hear from you. Do you have a ques- 
tion or a comment? 

Q. Yes, kind of a mixture of a comment 
and a question. My comment is on, I 
think that oil and natural gas should be 
decontrolled immediately, all oil and nat- 
ural gas. The reason I say this—even 
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though it might be inflationary and may- 
be even cause a recession immediately— 
wouldn’t it be better to get the transfer 
of American dollars from the Arab coun- 
tries back towards the United States? 
And this flow of dollars, wouldn’t it off- 
set our recession by increasing jobs and re- 
ducing unemployment and plowing $40 
billion back into our economy? 

THE PresivENT. Obviously the increase 
in American production is a very good 
approach, but I think an immediate de- 
control of oil and natural gas would not 
be well-advised. 

We have—the Congress has—passed 
legislation that would let natural gas 
prices be decontrolled over a fairly long 
period of time, 7 or 8 years. And as a result 
of that legislation, we’ve already had a 
tremendous increase in both the amount 
of natural gas produced in the United 
States and also the amount that’s trans- 
ported outside the oil-producing States to 
States like Georgia, Iowa, and the others 
that are further north. 

So, I think that the gradual decontrol of 
natural gas and oil is a better approach. 
The main thing is to let the oil companies 
and the American people know that it 
will be done in a carefully planned 
fashion. 

We have other forms of energy also to 
increase. I’ve mentioned gasohol already, 
synthetic fuels. We need to increase the 
use of coal, and we can make it clean- 
burning. And in addition to that, of 
course, a much heavier dependence in the 
future on solar power. 

I hope that by 1990, well, by the year 
2000, we will have 20 percent of all the 
energy being consumed in our Nation 
coming directly from solar power. 

Q. You’re not ignoring nuclear, are 
you? 

THe Preswent. No. We have a place 
for nuclear power. As you know, we now 
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have a study going on with the Three 
Mile Island incident. That report should 
be to me in the next few days, and then 
I will assess, as President, what we can do 
to make the existing nuclear plants and 
those being designed be safer and better 
operated and, obviously, be better de- 
signed as well. 

I might say that the whole range of 
energy supplies is important, but the most 
important facet is to conserve energy, not 
to waste it. 

I think the consumption of increasing 
quantities of energy in our country is not 
good for us, but whatever we do consume 
we want as much as possible to be from 
our own Nation. 

Q. That’s a good idea. 

Mr. Jackson. The next caller is Clark 
Scott from Moline, Illinois. Good morn- 
ing, Clark. 

Q. Hello. 


THe President. Clark, go ahead. 
NUCLEAR WASTE DISPOSAL 


Q. I didn’t really have a question for 
you as much as I’d like to express my 
opinion on something. 

THe PRESENT. Fine. 


Q. I think what really made this coun- 
try great are the natural resources that 
were here when it was settled, and that 
my major concern about the future is our, 
what I think, our abuse of the country by 
using, by dumping toxic wastes, and my 
major concern is the dumping of nuclear 
wastes. And I read the other day that you 
were thinking about importing nuclear 
wastes from foreign countries to be 
dumped here. 

Tue Preswent. No. I’m not thinking 
about that at all. We are thinking about 
presenting to the Congress for the first 
time in 35 years a proposal on how we can 
more safely dispose of nuclear wastes. 
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I know there have been some rumors 
around here that toxic or nuclear wastes 
were being brought into Rock Island, for 
instance, to the arsenal. That’s not true. 
The toxic wastes that are produced on 
Rock Island have been handled very care- 
fully and we’ve had a reassessment made 
of that situation recently, and they are 
being taken care of properly and taken 
off the island for proper disposition. 

But we do not intend to import nuclear 
or toxic wastes from foreign countries. 
We're trying to make sure that when we 
dispose of those wastes produced in our 
own country, that it’s done safely and 
wisely. 

Q. I don’t see how that can be done, 
though, because how long do they last? 

THE PresivenT. Well, we’ve been pro- 
ducing nuclear wastes now for 35 or 40 
years, ever since we’ve had nuclear power 
plants. They last, as far as radioactivity 
is concerned, for thousands of years. The 
problem is to try to dispose of them so 
that they won’t have an adverse impact 
on our environment in the future. 

As you know, toxic wastes or toxic ma- 
terials and also nuclear materials exist in 
very large quantities in their natural state 
and the ores from which uranium is de- 
rived, and also from which radium and 
other radioactivity is derived. 


So we're trying to straighten out a toxic 
waste and a nuclear waste mess that I in- 
herited 212 years ago. We have proposed 
to the Congress new legislation that re- 
quires that the manufacturers of any toxic 
materials would have to pay a small 
amount of money into a reserve fund, like 
an insurance fund, and after those toxic 
wastes are used, then that fund would be 
tapped to dispose of the toxic wastes prop- 
erly. And if a mistake was made in their 
disposition in the future, that any damage 
that was done to an American or to a 
community would be paid for out of the 
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insurance fund that would be accumu- 
lated from the toxic wastes manufac- 
turers. 

As you know, many toxic materials 
have to be used in our country for herbi- 
cides, insecticides, and other reasons, and 
we want to make sure that when they are 
finally disposed of, that nobody gets hurt 
because they are disposed of wisely and if 
any damage takes place, then the damages 
can be paid for by those who manufacture 
the toxic wastes in the beginning. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. President, we have 
Jaye Zessar of Rock Island on the line. 

Q. Good morning, President Carter. 

THE PreEsIDENT. Good morning, Jaye. 


GOALS FOR THE NATION 


Q. My family and I want to welcome 
you and your family to the Quad City 
area. We realize that all of you are mak- 
ing great sacrifices in order for you to 
serve as President of our country, and we 
appreciate your efforts and dedication 
and wish you success with all the issues 
you must deal with for the sake of our 
country and the world’s future. 

My question is if you were granted the 
power to independently do three things to 
improve the country or the world, what 
three things would you consider the most 
important to do? 

THE PresiweNnT. Okay. Let me say first 
of all that it’s not a sacrifice to serve as 
President. It’s gratifying and it’s a great 
honor for me, obviously. And the support 
that I’ve had from the American people 
since I’ve been in office has made the job 
not a burden, but an enjoyable experience 
for me. It’s the greatest nation on Earth, 
and to occupy the highest elected office in 
the greatest nation on Earth is really a 
wonderful position for me to hold. 

I think the first requirement, Jaye, for 
any President is to guarantee the security 
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of our Nation, and I have done what I 
could, and will continue to make sure that 
our Nation’s defenses are adequate to dis- 
courage any possible threat to our Na- 
tion’s safety or its existence. That’s the 
number one consideration that any Presi- 
dent must face. 

Secondly, I would like to go out of 
office with the same record that I’ve got 
now; that is, that no American citizen in 
combat would ever be endangered or lose 
their lives. It’s been a long time since this 
happened, that a President could serve an 
entire term or a time in the White House 
without having any service men or women 
have to endanger their lives in combat. 
So, the peace for our own Nation is also 
as important as protecting its own secu- 
rity, to avoid war. 

And the third thing, of course, I’d like 
to have is peace in other parts of the 
world. This obviously goes along with our 
own. And I'd like to see our country have 
its spirit revived. We don’t need to de- 
plore what we have now, but there is a 
sense in our country of disunity and kind 
of a loss of confidence, that I described 
in my Sunday evening speech. 

We ought to remember as Americans, 
and part of my responsibility as President 
is to remind people that our country is 
the greatest on Earth. We're the strong- 
est country in the world—amilitarily, eco- 
nomically, politically. God has given us 
almost unbelievable blessings as far as 
natural resources are concerned. 

In a democracy like ours we have free- 
dom, the right to speak as we choose, to 
select our own officials, to be an individ- 
ual, to be different, to meet challenges 
using the initiative and the innovation 
that comes from a free enterprise system. 

So I would say that to defend our coun- 
try, to have American and world peace, 
and to restore and to enhance the spirit of 
both confidence and self-sacrifice and 
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patriotism, those are the three things that 
I believe are very important. 

Q. I think those are three very good 
things, and I agree with you that this is 
the greatest country in the world. I think 
that all Americans should remember that. 
And it has been a privilege for me to 
speak with the President of the United 
States. Thank you. 

Mr. Jackson. The next caller is Leon 
King in Burlington, Iowa. 

Tue Present. Leon, go ahead. 

Q. Good morning, Mr. President. 

THe Preswent. Good morning to 
you. 


INFLATION ; WINDFALL PROFITS TAX 


Q. My question is, I wondered, I had 
some property acquired through urban 
renewal, and I was wondering what your 
plans are for lower-income people as far 
as upgrading their standards. I know I’ve 
had an awful lot of problems with it, be- 
cause of the reasons that the law was 
made in 1972, I believe. And at that 
time, the price of living was lower than 
what it is now. And they haven’t up- 
graded the law. So therefore, when my 
property was acquired I was forced into 
an economic situation that I was not pre- 
pared for. And I wondered if you have 
any feelings along these lines or thoughts 
in the future. 

Tue PreEsIDENT. Yes, Leon. 

Q. I can’t get it across like I’d like to, 
Mr. President, but I sure would like to 
spend some time when you have a lot. 
I have a lot I'd like to tell you. 

Tue PresipENT. Well, as you know, 
I'll be in Burlington later on this week 
and I’]l have a town hall meeting there 
and be able to answer some questions for 
a large audience in public, and perhaps 
I will have a chance to see you there. 

Q. I sure hope so. 
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Tue Presiwent. We have had this 
problem with inflation now for 10 or 12 
years. And I think most of the programs 
that we have for very poor people or for 
retired people through Social Security 
have had a compensation built in so that 
as inflation goes up rapidly, the payments 
for the very poor for medical programs 
and for the elderly have gone up as well. 

Another thing that should be remem- 
bered about inflation, which is almost all 
bad, is that if you did buy property in 
the past and now are paying for it, then 
the value of your property has gone up 
since you bought it. And in general, the 
interest rates several years ago when you 
may have bought your property are per- 
haps lower than the interest rates are 
now. 

The government, including the Presi- 
dent, must be constantly aware of ways 
to meet new problems. One of the new 
problems is the unexpected increase in 
the inflation rate brought about by the 
OPEC oil nations increasing the price of 
oil more than 50 percent in the last 6 
months. 

With the windfall profits tax that we’re 
trying to get the Congress to pass to put 
on the oil companies, we will have a re- 
serve fund adequate to make the low- 
and middle-income family’s pressures 
from increased oil prices easier to bear. 

We'll also have money derived from 
the oil company profits to have a better 
transportation system in our country. 
And the third thing, of course, is to pro- 
duce more energy for our people and also 
to let us conserve energy by more efficient 
automobiles, weatherization of homes 
and so forth so that the poor family won’t 
be wasting heat, but on the other hand, 
saving it. 

A lot of people don’t understand how 
this would work. And so 2 years ago, just 
after I became President, we initiated an 
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Energy Extension Service similar to the 
Home Demonstration Agent in every 
county, and the Agricultural Extension 
Agent. This is an energy extension serv- 
ice. We tried it out for 2 years in 10 dif- 
ferent States around the country. And 
early in 1980, this program will be insti- 
tuted in all the States in the country. 
There will be an adequate amount of 
money allotted to each State. I think II- 
linois will get about $430,000—Illinois 
will get about $930,000, Iowa about 
$430,000. It’s based on population. And 
out of this money will come advice for 
you and for other families on how you can 
save more energy and meet this increased 
financial burden if it’s not handled wisely. 

So, in many ways we’re trying to make 
the burden on the poor families easier 
in spite of inflation. And I hope that at 
the end of this year, we'll see the infla- 
tion rate turning around and start down 
again. I believe we'll see that happen, 
Leon. 

Thank you very much. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Mr. Jackson. The next caller is Nita 
Eagle Frink. 

THe Presipent. Do you have a ques- 
tion, Nita? 

Q. Hi. Good morning. How are you? 

THe Preswent. Good morning to 
you. Where are you from? 


EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


Q. I’m from Rock Island. I just saw 
you down at the dock, and it was won- 
derful. 

Tue Present. That was a very large 
crowd and a very excited crowd. 

Q. We were, really. Believe me I do 
want to tell you that all of us who want 
the equal rights for all appreciate the 
fact that you have always supported the 
equal rights amendment. My question is, 
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what do you mean to do to ensure rati- 
fication of the ERA before 1982. 

THE Present. We have been work- 
ing on that; not only myself but my wife 
and my oldest son’s wife works almost full 
time at it. We’ve called the members of 
the legislatures in the States where equal 
rights has not yet passed; and we very 
eagerly hope that it will become part of 
our Constitution. We’ve also tried to cor- 
rect some of the very misleading state- 
ments that have been made against equal 
rights for women by those who oppose it. 
This is obviously a subject of intense 
debate. 

We are now on the border between a 
State that has ratified equal rights, that is 
Iowa, and a State that has not yet ratified 
the equal rights amendment, that is IIli- 
nois. We hope it will be passed, and I 
think questions like yours and maybe 
answers like mine show people that we 
have established equal rights for almost 
every other citizen in the Nation—not yet 
for women. And there’s no doubt in my 
mind that the women deserve this pro- 
tection under our Constitution. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 

We've worked very hard and we'll con- 
tinue to do so. I hope you do, too. 

Mr. Jackson. The next caller is Cindy 
Wolf in Davenport. 

THE PrREsIDENT. Cindy, good morning. 
Go ahead. 

WAYS TO CONSERVE ENERGY 

Q. Good morning, Mr. President. 

I'd like to change the focus a little bit. 
We’re talking mostly about what happens 
on a very large scale, and I know that’s 
what you’re concerned about. But I’m 
just a little person and OPEC to me is 
simply a four-letter word that we talk 
about at the dinner table and that’s all. I 
need to know something that I can do 
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very specifically. When we talk about the 
economy having trouble, that will affect 
me, but I think we will be in more trouble, 
the generation of today will be in more 
trouble because we can’t do the things 
that our heritage has given us because 
we've let it slip through our fingers. 

Tue Preswent. Okay. I think that’s a 
very good approach, and it’s always good 
for us to get down to practicalities. I think 
the first thing that an American citizen 
could do, Cindy, in one’s own life and 
within one’s own family and within one’s 
own community is to count our blessings 
and to say something good about our 
country, and in between elections, to try 
to support our government officials at the 
local, State, and Federal level. The sense 
of unity and a common purpose is often 
missing in a nation. We have blessings in 
our own standard of living, the quality of 
lives, that are as high or higher than any 
other nation on Earth. Also when a coun- 
try has a problem like we have now with 
energy, each family should decide what it 
can do and each person what he or she 
can do. 

There are many things that I can do 
and you can do to save energy, first of 
all, I think in our driving habits. I like to 
walk and in fact I run every day for exer- 
cise. We can ride bikes. We can eliminate 
excessive trips. We can always obey the 
speed limit. We can share our automobiles 
or perhaps small vans with neighbors go- 
ing to shop or going to work every day. 
We can try to set aside one day in the 
week where we don’t drive at all. 

There are hundreds of things that can 
be done around a home to make sure that 
the house is efficient, to eliminate the 
waste of heat in the winter and to elimi- 
nate the waste of air-conditioning in the 
summer. These things can be not only 
effective in helping our country but they 
can be an enjoyable experience and also 
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save us a lot of money, help to overcome 
the impact of inflation. 

One of the great things that we can do 
is to increase the productivity of our farms 
and factories. Each American worker, 
whether you’re on a tractor or whether 
you are manufacturing a product to be 
sold, can do just a little bit better job 
during the day to have the productivity 
of our own lives higher. And I think the 
last thing, to try to abbreviate an answer 
that could go on for several hours, is—— 

Q. Right. 

THE PRESIDENT. to have a re- 
newed sense of the history of our coun- 
try—a morality, ethics, the standards of 
our own lives, a deeper commitment to 
our religious beliefs. These kinds of things 
also are very important. So you could in- 
ventory your own life, realize it’s different 
from everyone else’s, and use your own 
initiative instead of waiting for a public 
official, even a President, to tell you or 
others what must be done. 

Presidents learn more from people than 
people learn from Presidents. 

Q. As mothers do from children. 

Tue Presiwent. Absolutely. We're all 
in it together. We've got a great country. 
We can make it even greater. 

Q. That’s true. I feel like I am part of 
the greatest country in the world. But it’s 
gotten its greatness from my ancestors, 
from my very recent ancestors because we 
are a young country, and I want to be 
part of that greatness. I want my grand- 
children to say we live in the greatest 
country on Earth. And we waste so much. 
I think that’s more of a problem, one of 
the basic problems, rather than more spe- 
cific things like energy, although that is a 
big problem. 

Mr. Jackson. The next caller, Mr. 
President, is Mrs. Owen Gardner, and 
she lives in Davenport, Iowa. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PresIpENT. Luella, go ahead. 
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Q. Good morning, sir. How are you? 
THE PRESIDENT. Just fine. 


FOREIGN IMPORTS 


Q. It’s nice to have you in Davenport, 
and we want you to know that we think 
you're doing a good job. 

I want to get a different kind of a 
question in this time. We want to know 
if there are any new laws in—import 
laws—in progress that will curb so many 
foreign items coming in. 

You know you can’t go to the store 
and buy American-made sweaters or 
shoes or TVs or cars or anything, and 
we'd like to go back to buying American 
again. Is that going to be possible? 

THE PresmvenT. Yes, of course, it is. 
O-e of the things that the Congress has 
just done is to pass a multilateral trade 
negotiation bill which helps to reduce the 
obstacles to international trade, and it 
makes the competition more efficient. 

We have—just take automobiles, for in- 
stance. Your first name is Luella, is it not? 

Q. Right. 

THE PreEsIDENT. Just take automobiles, 
for instance, since you mentioned that. 
We have tried in the years gone by, be- 
fore I became President, of course, to 
encourage American automobile produc- 
ers to make cars that were more efficient, 
smaller, lighter, safer, and also that had 
cleaner exhausts. 

Some of the foreign nations got ahead 
of us because American customers de- 
manded the large and very expensive, 
very heavy, inefficient automobiles. It was 
a matter of customer demand, not some- 
thing that was decided for us by the auto- 
mobile manufacturers. 

This was when oil was selling for $2 or 
$2.50 a barrel. Now it’s almost 10 times 
that high. There’s a rapid transformation 
taking place in the automobile production 
industry of our country, to make automo- 
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biles not only more efficient but also safer 
and almost equally as convenient. 

So I think that the rapid change in the 
buying habits of Americans to accommo- 
date changing circumstances is going to 
make your wish come true. Every Ameri- 
can who goes into a store to buy products 
will have a choice. And I think it would 
be good for us to choose American prod- 
ucts whenever they are of high enough 
quality and reasonably competitive on 
price. 

Sometimes you can buy something a 
little bit cheaper from a foreign country. 
But I think it’s good for us to try to buy 
American when we can. There’s no doubt 
in my mind now that the automobiles 
made by American manufacturers are as 
good a quality and at this point are ac- 
tually cheaper than some of the foreign 
manufactured automobiles. 

That’s a good point you’ve made. I 
hope everybody listening will try to buy 
American whenever we possibly can. 

Q. I hope so, too, because it would help 
in so many ways, and I thank you, and 
God bless you. 

THE Presipent. Thank you, the same 
to you. 

Mr. Jackson. Our next caller is from 
Moline. This is Oscar Zepeda. 

THE PREsIDENT. Oscar, go ahead. 

Q. Good morning, Mr. President. 

THE PREsIDENT. Do you have a ques- 
tion? 

Q. Yes. 

THE PrReEsIpENT. Ask it. 


SUPPORT FOR THE PRESIDENT 


Q. Okay. I just wanted to say that I 
believe in you—and—— 

Tue Presivent. That is good enough. 
Thank you very much. 

You know, the important thing in our 
country—whether you’re a Democrat or a 
Republican, or black or white, or speak 





Aug. 21 


English or speak a foreign language, or 
whether your family has been over here 
for 300 years or 3 years, is to recognize 
that public officials in our government 
need our support. We’re all in it together. 
The challenges that come before us face 
all of us, and the opportunities for resolv- 
ing those problems and meeting those 
challenges must include us all. 

And it’s very encouraging for a Presi- 
dent to come to a place like Davenport 
and to Moline, the Quad City area, and 
have someone like you express your con- 
fidence in me. I thank you very much. [’ll 
try to do you a good job. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Is it all right if my wife and my little 
girl say hi to you? 

Tue PresivEnt. Of course. 

Q. Hello. 

Tue Preswent. Hello, good morning 
to you. 

Q. Hello, Mr. President. 

Tue Present. Good morning. I’m 
glad to talk to you. What’s your name? 

Q. Mary. 

Tue Preswent. Mary, how old are 
you? 

Q. Four. 

Tue Preswent. That’s great. I wish 
you could come and see Amy before we 
leave here. Good luck to you. Is your 
mother there? Is your mother there? Can 
I speak to your mother? 

Q. Yes. 

THe Present. Okay. 

Q. Hello. 

Tue Presiwwent. Good morning to you. 
You must have a wonderful family, and 
I thank all of you. 

Q. Thank you. 

Tue Presmwent. Good luck, have a 
good day. 

Q. You too. 

Mr. Jackson. The next caller, Mr. 
President, is Teresa Shima from Eldridge, 
Iowa. 


1489 








Aug. 21 
SOLAR HEATING 


Q. Good morning, Mr. President. 

Tue Present. Good morning. 

Q. Okay, first of all, I'd just like to say 
that I think you’re doing a very good job, 
and I will be voting for you in the next 
election. 

My question is, do you think that in 
the future there will be Federal aid for 
the installment of solar heating in homes 
like there was for the insulation? 

Tue Present. Yes. There already is, 
as a matter of fact—and I’m glad you 
asked that question—we have a very good 
program already passed by Congress that 
gives those who install solar heating or 
other solar uses in their home a tax break. 
All you have to do is—you can get up to 
$2,200 in tax credits for the installation of 
solar heat or other solar uses in your home. 

Q. Thank you. 

Tue PresiwentT. In the future, by the 
way, when we get the windfall profits tax 
passed, we'll have additional programs 
that would do things, like let your utility 
companies, either those who sell you 
natural gas or electricity, provide for each 
family home a long-term loan at reason- 
able interest, and you could take that loan 
and weatherize your house, make it more 
efficient, do other things that would help 
with the energy problem, and then the 
loan would not have to be repaid until 
the house was actually sold. 

Obviously, this costs a little money, and 
that money would come from the tax on 
the oil companies. 

The choice is, should we let the oil com- 
panies keep all that enormous profit that 
comes from higher prices for oil, or should 
we tax part of it with the windfall profits 
tax, and let the money be used for Ameri- 
cans, for more solar energy, for better and 
more efficient homes, and for a better 
quality of life? 

I think we ought to get the windfall 
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profits tax passed, and I want all of you 
to help me get the Congress to pass that 
tax so we can have a better and more 
energy-secure nation, including the use of 
gasohol from Iowa and Illinois, as well as 
solar power. 

Q. Thank you. Have a nice trip back 
to Washington, D.C. 

Tue Present. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Jackson. The next caller is Keith 
Royal in Davenport, Iowa. 


ENERGY LEGISLATION 


Q. Hello, Mr. President. 

Tue Presiwent. Good morning, Keith. 

Q. Since I’m a high school debater and 
last year’s topic was the energy crisis, I’d 
like to ask you two questions. 

Tue Present. Okay. 

Q. First of all, why do you feel that 
Congress has delayed so long on your en- 
ergy proposals; and secondly, if Congress 
is the major blame, why do you feel that’s 
the problem? Like, is it a problem within 
the party, or something like that? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, we’ve had a very 
severe energy problem, as you know, since 
1973—when we had the OPEC embargo, 
when they stopped shipping oil to us com- 
pletely, and the price went up. 

We really live in two nations here as 
far as oil goes. One is the oil-producing 
States—they derive a great deal of benefit 
from producing oil and distributing it to 
the rest of the country—and the other 
States, of course, or the other kinds of 
people are the oil-consuming people of 
our country. 

In the past, in the Congress, the oil com- 
panies have had a tremendous influence 
in the Congress. Since I became Presi- 
dent, I have tried to build up an opposing 
force, made up of the consumers of our 
country, to meet, for the first time, this oil 
lobby in Washington, and it’s been a very 
difficult thing to do. 
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When we passed the energy bill of 1977 
last November, the votes were almost ex- 
actly even in the House and the Senate. 
But for the first time the oil lobby was 
successfully challenged by those inter- 
ested in the consumers of our country. 

Now we’ve got another major test this 
year. Are we going to have a windfall 
profits tax on the oil companies or not? 
If the consumers of the country, including 
people like you, Keith, will speak up and 
let your voice be heard with your own 
Member of Congress and with others, 
then we'll have the windfall profits tax, 
and we'll have an able country to meet 
the energy challenge. 


This will leave, by the way, adequate 
amounts of money for the oil companies 
to go ahead and explore and produce new 
oil supplies and natural gas supplies in 
the United States. But this is the first time 
in the last couple of years that anyone 
has ever challenged the enormous author- 
ity and influence of the oil companies in 
the Congress of the United States. And I 
believe we’ve made good progress so far. 
But this year is going to tell the tale, and 
if you'll help me, along with all those 
who are listening to my voice, it’ll pick up 
some extra votes, we'll get the windfall 
profits tax passed, leave the oil companies 
enough profit, and have a better life for 
all of us in meeting the energy challenge. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. President, we have 
no further time for callers. 

We will open our microphone for any 
final comments you’d like to make. 

THE PreEsIpENT. I want to say that it’s 
been a real pleasure for me to be with 
KSTT and with WXLP here in Daven- 
port and Moline to talk to roughly six or 
seven hundred thousand listeners of these 
two stations. The questions have been 
very good. It’s given me a chance to talk 
about the basic strength of our country, 
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the individual responsibility that falls on 
the shoulders of every American, how 
serious our energy problem is now, and 
what we can do about it. If the Congress 
acts effectively this year, we will have 
made a major stride forward in meeting a 
problem that has not been faced in previ- 
ous years. 


And I might add that the government 
can’t do it alone. There must be a dedi- 
cation and a determination on the part of 
every single American to do one’s part. 

The last thing I would like to repeat 
is that our country is the greatest on 
Earth. We’ve been given enormous bless- 
ings by God in every possible way. And 
this is one of the richest and the most 
blessed parts of a great nation. So if we 
can all work together, there is no doubt in 
my mind that our greatest Nation will be 
even finer in the future. 

I see Amy peeping in through the door. 
And we're all glad to be here—Amy, 
Rosalynn, and I—and I might say that 
the trip down the Mississippi so far has 
been an exciting part of our lives, and I 
want to express my thanks to everyone 
listening to my voice. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. President, we at 
KSTT and WXLP thank you very much 
for being with us. The Quad Cities, of 
course, thank you for taking this time 
from your day. It’s most important that 
the people have access to their leaders 
and today we’ve had exactly that. I am 
H. L. Jackson, KSTT/WXLP News. 
NOTE: The program began at 9:45 a.m. 

Following the program, the President at- 
tended a private reception for community 
leaders at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Lynne 
Chamberlin, early supporters of President 
Carter’s 1976 campaign. 

The President then went to the John Deere 
Administrative Center in Moline, IIl., to view 
an energy bio-mass project. Following his visit 
to the center, he returned to the Delta Queen 
at Lake Davenport Sailing Club dock. 
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Energy Extension 
Service Program 


Statement by the President. August 21, 1979 

The President today announced a na- 
tionwide Energy Extension Service 
(EES) program that will provide Fed- 
eral grants to 57 States and territories to 
help families, owners of small businesses, 
and local government officials take prac- 
tical steps to save energy and switch to 
renewable energy sources. 

The program would be administered 
under the Assistant Secretary for Con- 
servation and Solar Applications in the 
Department of Energy. 

Funding for the program includes $27.7 
million in grant funds and $2 million for 
administrative costs, subject to final con- 
gressional approval. 

State energy offices are encouraged to 
immediately begin the 180-day planning 
process. All States are expected to have 
their EES program operating by early 
1980. 

As a result of a highly successful 2-year 
pilot program in 10 States, the EES is 
being expanded to all 57 States and ter- 
ritories and will provide a Federal/State 
partnership to give personalized informa- 
tion and assistance on energy conserva- 
tion to small-scale users of energy. 

The 2-year EES demonstration began 
under the National Energy Extension 


Service Act of 1977. The 10 demon- 
stration States—Alabama, Connecticut, 
Michigan, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, 


Tennessee, Texas, Washington, Wiscon- 
sin, and Wyoming—each received $1.5 
million. The other 47 States and terri- 
tories received $45,000 each to follow and 
learn from the demonstration. 

As a result of the demonstration pro- 
gram many recipients have made and are 
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planning to make more energy conserva- 
tion improvements than people who were 
not contacted. The EES program is cost 
effective, because the value of the energy 
saved exceeds the participants’ investment 
and the Federal costs of the program. Un- 
der the EES grant program each State 
decides which small-scale energy users 
need the most information and assistance 
on energy conservation, what types of 
services they need, and what institutions 
in the State can best deliver those serv- 
ices. 

Each State plan will be designed and 
implemented by the State. Those interest- 
ed in participating in their State Energy 
Extension Service program should con- 
tact the State energy office for details. 


NOTE: The statement was released at Daven- 
port, Iowa. 


Muscatine, lowa 


Remarks on Arrival at the City. 
August 21, 1979 


Don’t we live in a great country? 
[Applause] 

Good music, beautiful rivers, lovely 
women, rich land, democracy, freedom, 
unity—we have got a lot to be thankful 
for. 

This last 3 or 4 days has been as nice as 
anything we have ever done in our lives 
because we have seen some of the most 
beautiful country in the world, we have 
met a lot of wonderful people, both on 
the river in boats and on the shore, who 
have come out to see us, and we are deep- 
ly grateful for the hospitality and the 
friendship and the welcome that the peo- 
ple in the Midwest have given us. We 
thank you, very, very much. 

Thank you. Is anybody here from Mus- 
catine? [Applause] 
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I would like to say just a couple of 
things to you and we don’t have much 
time to stay, but Rosalynn is going to go 
down one side and I will go down the 
other, and Amy in the middle, and we 
will kind of shake hands with as many 
folks as we can reach after I say a few 
words. 

Don’t leave. Don’t leave. We are not 
going to go far down the fence. So don’t 
leave. You have to hear a speech first. 


Tomorrow we are going to have, in 
Burlington, Iowa, a town hall meeting, 
and there will be several hundred people 
there who will ask me questions, I guess 
for about an hour, and I imagine it will 
be broadcast and telecast so you can 
watch and hear it. 

We will be talking about some very se- 
rious questions and issues that affect a 
President of a great nation. We will be 
talking about agriculture and how farm- 
ers can be made more productive, how 
farm income can go up, how exports of 
farm products can reach an alltime high 
year after year after year—how the qual- 
ity of our land has given us a great strate- 
gic advantage to be used for peaceful in- 
fluence around the world. We will be 
talking about adequate farm prices and 
we will be talking about controlling in- 
flation, and we will also be talking about 
peace. 

I am very grateful that since I have 
been in office not a single young Ameri- 
can has had to endanger his or her life 
in any sort of combat overseas. And I 
want to keep it that way. 

And we will also be talking about the 
control of nuclear weapons. I am deter- 
mined that as long as I am in the White 
House we will do everything we possibly 
can to control, and eventually to eradi- 
cate, nuclear weapons from the face of 
the Earth. That is my ultimate goal. 

As you know, we now have before the 
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U.S. Senate the SALT II treaty, which 
has been negotiated over 6 years under 
three different Presidents to put new and 
expanded controls over nuclear weapons. 
That is one of the important issues that 
the Senate must address this year. And I 
need your influence in the Congress to 
make sure we take this major stride for- 
ward toward peace, toward enhancing 
our own Nation’s security, and toward 
controlling nuclear weapons. 

The other issue is equally as important 
for us economically, and that is the han- 
dling of another threat to our Nation’s 
security—that is energy. We have become 
too dependent on the importing of oil 
from foreign countries. We now import 
about one-half of all the oil we use. We 
not only import enormous quantities of oil 
but we import inflation and we import 
unemployment. 

We have made some progress the last 
24% years, but we still have a long way to 
go. 

What I have asked the Congress to 
do—and here, again, I need your help—is 
to pass a windfall profits tax on the oil 
companies, to give us the financial re- 
sources to conserve energy, to have more 
efficient vehicles, to help people weather- 
ize their homes, to expand our production 
of oil, gas, coal, geothermal supplies, solar 
energy—which is really a great need for 
our country—and, of course, in Illinois, 
and in Iowa we want to produce gasohol 
as well. 


We need a better transportation sys- 
tem. We need to help the low- and mid- 
dle-income families to pay for the in- 
creasing cost of energy put on us by the 
OPEC oil nations in the Mideast. None 
of this will be possible unless we have 
the windfall profits tax passed by the 
Congress this year. 

I hope you will help me with this issue 
before Congress. 
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The other thing that we can do, of 
course, in addition to producing more 
energy in our own country, is to save en- 
ergy, to eliminate waste, to conserve every 
way we can. This cannot be done by the 
government, by the Federal, State, or 
local governments. It can only be done 
when millions of Americans individually 
resolve that you will help to save energy. 

There are many dozens of ways that 
you can do it—in your transportation, on 
your jobs, in your homes, in your living 
habits. Figure out every way that you use 
energy of any kind and see if you can’t 
save energy in the future. 

So, saving energy and producing more 
energy in our own Nation will help to 
eliminate this threat to our own Nation’s 
security, because we are too dependent on 
foreign oil. 

The last thing I want to say is don’t 
ever forget, any of you, that we do live 
in a country where we have been blessed 
by God with almost every possible human 
need and every human advantage. We do 
have rich land. We do have freedom. 
We have a good, free enterprise system. 
We have a democracy. We can be ad- 
vised. We can argue and debate. We can 
make our own voices heard. We can be 
different when we choose. But when a 
threat comes, Americans have always 
united. 


We have not had as much confidence 
as we ought to in the strength of our 
country. We have the strongest nation 
on Earth economically, politically, and 
militarily. And I want to be sure that if 
you will cooperate with me in solving 
these problems of peace and energy, then 
we will make the greatest nation on Earth, 
the United States of America, even greater 
in the future. 

Will you help me with that? [Applause] 
Thank you very much. 
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Now we will come down and shake 
hands as long as we can. Thank you very 
much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 7:30 p.m. from 
the deck of the Delta Queen. 


As printed above, the item follows the text 
of the White House press release. 


Burlington, Iowa 


Remarks on Arrival at the City. 
August 22, 1979 


Good morning. I didn’t know you had 
this many people in Burlington. I will see 
most of you in a few minutes at the town 
hall meeting. I will see a lot of you later 
on in the town hall meeting. And I hope 
if you can’t be there, that you will listen to 
what is asked me and what I say. 

This morning we will be discussing 
some matters that are very important to 
you and to me, indeed to all the people in 
our country and around the world. We 
will be talking about issues of peace, con- 
trolling nuclear weapons. We will be 
talking about the strength of our coun- 
try, the unity which, when it binds us to- 
gether, has always been enough to meet 
any challenge or to overcome any prob- 
lem, or to answer any question. 

In the past when our country has been 
challenged, almost always it has been 
obvious to everyone. We could under- 
stand the First World War, or the Second 
World War, or the Great Depression, and 
we recognized that our country was in 
trouble, in danger, and we all worked 
together—our families, our communities, 
our Nation was unified. 

Now we have a serious problem because 
we rely too much on foreign oil. We im- 
port about half of all the oil we use. We 
need to become more energy-secure, be 
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cause our Nation’s security is threatened. 
Everyone can help. We have to do two 
things: One is to save energy, don’t waste 
energy. Every American can decide how 
to accomplish this goal in your driving, at 
your homes, at your jobs—how to save 
energy. 

And the other, of course, is to produce 
more energy in our own country—oil, gas, 
coal, geothermal supplies, gasohol in 
Iowa. We can also use more solar energy. 
These are the kind of things we can all do. 

Farmers have a great opportunity to 
help with the energy problem, and, of 
course, no one can come to Iowa without 
realizing that you have the most wonder- 
fully productive land on Earth and one 
of our greatest blessings that God has 
given us in this Nation, this beautiful land 
to produce food and fiber for ourselves 
and for all the world. I am happy to be 
back. I am very happy to be back at Bur- 
lington. 

Thank all of you for coming out. We 
love every one of you. 

We have the greatest country on Earth, 
and together we can make it even greater 
in the future. 

Thank you very much. Thank you. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 8:55 a.m. from 
the deck of the Delta Queen. 


As printed above, the item follows the text 
of the White House press release. 


Burlington, Iowa 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session 
ataTown Meeting. August 22,1979 


THE Present. First of all, I want to 
thank my good friend, Senator John Cul- 
ver, one of the greatest representatives in 
the Senate, and a man who, every day, 
every minute of his life, is concerned about 
carving out a better life for the people 
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whom he represents here in Iowa. John 
Culver, thank you very much. 

I also want to recognize a man whom I 
believe to be the finest Secretary of Agri- 
culture this country has ever known, Bob 
Bergland. Bob, thank you for coming. 

And this will be a surprise to him, but 
I have to say that Burlington, Iowa, is es- 
pecially blessed to have one of the finest 
newspapers in the United States, and one 
of the greatest editors, John McCormally, 
with the Hawk Eye. 

This last 3 or 4 days has been a period 
in my life and in the life of Rosalynn and 
Amy which we will obviously never for- 
get. It’s been an inspiration to us, not only 
to see the beauty of the Midwest and the 
majesty of the Mississippi River, but also 
the friendship and the commitment and 
the interest and the unity and the dedica- 
tion of the people who’ve come to the 
banks of this great river to make us feel 
welcome, and to express your apprecia- 
tion for the Government of our country. 
We do, indeed, have a great nation, the 
greatest nation on Earth. I hope you agree 
with that statement. [Applause] 

And I’ve been reinspired, as the high- 
est elected officer of our country, as I’ve 
seen and met and talked to and listened 
to the crowds that have come down to 
the banks of the river to welcome us. 


ENERGY 


Our Nation has never been afraid to 
face a challenge. We have never been un- 
able to overcome an obstacle or to meet a 
problem and solve it. And our country has 
always been able, when we were united, to 
answer any difficult question. 

God’s blessed us in many wonderful 
ways, with rich land, a democratic, free 
government, a pride in the individualism 
of each person, the right to be different, 
the right to speak our minds, the right to 
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control our own Government, the right 
to unify ourselves in times of challenge, 
and I have to say that this is one of those 
times when our people must be unified. 

We are seeing our country threatened, 
our security threatened by an excessive 
dependence on foreign oil. We now im- 
port about one-half all the oil wé use. We 
must conserve energy. We must save en- 
ergy. Each American can do this in our 
own particular way, in our transportation, 
our jobs, in our home. And I hope that 
all of you, without being told how to do 
it, will search out the dozens of different 
ways that you can eliminate waste of en- 
ergy in your own lives. And the second 
thing we must do is to produce more en- 
ergy in our own country. 

The basis of this increased production 
and also increased conservation is the 
passage of a windfall profits tax on the oil 
companies in our country to make sure 
they don’t keep all these enormous profits, 
but those profits are divided among the 
American people to give us a better life. 
And if you’ll help me, we’ll get that legis- 
lation through Congress and preserve our 
Nation’s security. 

This will help to guarantee that our 
farmers have enough fuel for tractors and 
homes have enough fuel for heat in the 
winter. It also will guarantee us that we 
increase production of oil and gas and 
coal and geothermal supplies, solar power, 
learn how to use it more effectively. And 
of course, we’ve got to produce more gas- 
ohol in Iowa. That’s very important, too. 

The last thing I’ll say before I will take 
questions is this: It’s an inspiration to any- 
one to see the beautiful and productive 
land in your part of the country; to know 
that we now and in the past and increas- 
ingly in the future will have a wonderful 
strategic weapon for peace—not only for 
ourselves but for the entire world—by 
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having the breadbasket of the world here 
in the heartland of our country. Your pro- 
ductivity is increasing almost every year, 
and our exports of farm products set world 
record the first year I was in office in ’77; 
another world record last year; another 
world record this year. And next year we 
anticipate an even greater increase in the 
export of corn and wheat and other farm 
products from Iowa, which bring a bet- 
ter life for you, a better, stronger economy 
for our Nation, and a better life for all 
people on Earth. 

So, I particularly want to thank, as a 
farmer, the farmers of Iowa and those of 
Illinois and others around this country 
for the wonderful job that you do. Thank 
you, farmers, from the bottom of my heart. 


And now I’m eager to answer questions 
about any matter that might be important 
to you or of interest to you. I’ve already 
made arrangements with Bob Bergland 
and John Culver to help me out if I have 
a question that I can’t answer, and they 
volunteered to do it. So, I’m ready for the 
first question, I think on this microphone. 


QUESTIONS 
GRAIN PRICES AND FUEL SUPPLIES 


Q. I’m Lawrence Rowe from Grand- 
view, Iowa, and I’m a Pioneer seedcorn 
salesman, and I carry a lot of interest with 
the farmers. Now, is there going to be 
plenty of fuel for the farmers for this fall 
and next spring? And also, will the price 
come down to help the farmers out, along 
with their price of grain? 

Tue PreEsipeNT. The answer to your 
first question is that there will be enough 
fuel if American people, including farm- 
ers, are careful about how much you use, 
don’t waste fuel, and if we have a success 
in the Congress in getting our energy pro- 
gram through. My guest is that both these 
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questions will be answered yes. So, my 
answer to you is there will be an adequate 
supply of fuel for the farmers in the har- 
vest season this fall and the planting sea- 
son next spring. 

The answer to your other question—will 
energy supplies be cheaper—the answer, 
unfortunately, is no. It’s not good for a 
President to mislead the people. And I 
cannot tell you that now or in the future 
that the price of oil or other energy will 
be going down. Inevitably, the price of 
fuel in the future is going to go up, because 
the demand is growing and the supplies 
are becoming more scarce. 

You'll have the fuel if you conserve it. 
You'll probably have to pay more for it. 
But I hope that we—John Culver, Bob 
Bergland and I and others—can make 
sure that the income for the American 
farm family continues to rise because your 
productivity goes up. And we'll try to hold 
prices as strong as we can, and particularly 
with the Grain Reserve program that has 
been implemented since I’ve been in the 
White House, with Bob Bergland’s help. 

The farmers need to have a greater 
share of the prices charged for products 
when they get to the consumers. In the 
past, the middleman and the distributor 
has gotten too much. We want to see more 
of that money go into the pockets of the 
American farm families. 


1980 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 


Q. My name is Scott Kelsay. I’m from 
Burlington, and I’m a student at the Uni- 
versity of Iowa. Mr. President, wouldn’t it 
be appropriate for you to announce your 
candidacy for reelection here today, since 
Iowa was a stronghold for you in 1976 
and your first endorsement came from our 
local Hawk Eye editor, John Mc- 
Cormally? 
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Tue Present. That sounds like a 
wonderful idea—[laughter|—which I will 
consider very carefully. Thank you very 
much. 


Q. Thank you. 


THE PresiwENT. I haven't forgotten, 
by the way, what Iowa did in ’76. So, I'll 
be thinking about that question very care- 
fully. [Laughter] 


OIL AND TOXIC WASTE POLLUTION 


Q. My name is Jean Funck, and I’m 
from Burlington. I’m a housewife. Recog- 
nizing the fact that the United States is a 
great power and as a result must use a 
great deal of diplomacy, what is being 
done to hold Mexico responsible for 
harming wildlife and ecology and a re- 
gional economy in south Texas? Were the 
situation reversed, I am sure the entire 
world would be chastising the United 
States. 

THE PrEsIDENT. We do not yet have 
an international agreement on how to 
handle pollution in the high seas. And as 
you all know, only in the last few years— 
really the last few months—has the world 
become interested in having both ships 
that carry oil be made safer so that the 
disasters don’t take place nor to control 
the pumping of oil from the wells in the 
offshore regions. So, we have no way at 
this point of requiring another country— 
Mexico or others—to pay for damage that 
might occur from an oil spill carried to 
our shores. 

We are discussing with other nations 
means by which we can control these oil 
spills, first of all, and make a reserve sup- 
ply of funds for damage to private indi- 
viduals. It hasn’t happened yet. 

The other part of this, of course, is the 
control of the spills from our own toxic 
materials that in the past have not been 
covered at all. I have sent to the Congress 
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now a proposal which would mean that 
every producer of a toxic material—which 
would include those that we have to use 
every day, like herbicides and pesticides— 
would have to put a small amount of 
money into an insurance fund so that 
later on, maybe many years later, when a 
dump near a city which contain toxic 
materials did damage a person’s property 
or a person’s life, that they might be paid 
for that damage out of the reserve fund. 
And part of that money would be used to 
ensure that those toxic materials are 
placed so that the spill would not occur. 

This is an area of government that has 
just begun to be explored. But we are 
pushing for that agreement among na- 
tions. It hasn’t been reached yet. 

Q. Thank you. 

THe Presiwent. Thank 
good question. 

John, it’s one that we need to pursue a 
little further. 


you. It’s a 


SOUTHEAST ASIA REFUGEES 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Phillip 
Good. I’m from Burlington, Iowa, and 
I’m a student at Southeastern Commu- 
nity College and also a part-time em- 
ployee at the Hawk Eye. You said that 
when we import oil, we also import infla- 
tion and unemployment. Well, I'll agree 
with that, but isn’t it also true when we 
bring in the boat people, we’re also bring- 
ing in unemployment and inflation? 

Tue Preswent. Thank you, Phil. 
That’s a good question and I’m glad you 
asked it. 

How many people here have ancestors 
that were Native Americans? I see two or 
three hands back there whose parents 
were Indians. 

Let me remind you that the United 
States is a country of immigrants. We are 
a country of refugees. Whether your 
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parents came here 300 years ago or 
whether your parents came here one gen- 
eration ago or whether you’ve only been 
here a few months, the United States has 
always been a nation with an open heart 
and with open arms to receive those 
people who were seeking for religious 
freedom or seeking for a better way of 
life. 

The refugees who are now leaving 
Southeast Asia were our allies in the re- 
cent Vietnam war. They are now being 
persecuted by a Communist government 
in Vietnam, which has taken away from 
them their basic rights. They leave that 
country; almost half of them drown in the 
ocean before they can find a place of 
safety. Our Nation has joined in with 
other nations throughout the world to re- 
ceive these refugees. We’ve now received, 
I think in all—those that are here and 
those that are being processed—about 
220,000. That is 1 refugee—man, woman, 
child—for every 1,000 Americans. And 
we are very carefully placing those refu- 
gees, when they come into our country, in 
areas where the unemployment rate is 
low. 

They are entrepreneurs; they're the 
kind of people that work hard under the 
form of free enterprise system that existed 
in Vietnam before it was taken over by 
the Communists. One of the reasons 
they’re being pushed out of Vietnam is 
because they believe in individual work, 
individual initiative, personal freedom. 
They are more philosophically attuned to 
us than they are to the Communist regime 
that’s taken over. 

I believe that a thousand Americans 
can support, for just a few weeks, one 
refugee searching for freedom, particu- 
larly when those people have proven 
already that they are eager to learn our 
language, they are eager to be self- 
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supporting, they are hard-working, dedi- 
cated, honest people. 

So, I hope that all Americans, no mat- 
ter how you might feel, will realize that 
your family came here in generations gone 
by, looking for exactly the same thing 
that the Vietnam refugees are looking for 
now. There are very few of them. And I 
think our country ought to be proud that 
we still are the land of the free and the 
home of the brave, with an open heart 
and open minds and open arms to take 
them in. 


ENERGY LEGISLATION 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Linda 
Larkin, and I’m from Fort Madison. And 
my question to you is, now that you’ve 
been in office for about 3 years, and 
you’ve seen that Congress hasn’t done 
that much to help you, what do you think 
you could do to improve your working 
relationship with them, especially with 
the energy legislation? 

THE Presiwent. Last week I took the 
last action that I can take to improve the 
production of energy in our own country 
by moving to encourage the production of 
very heavy, very thick oil. It costs more to 
produce it. And in the past, Government 
redtape and regulations and low prices 
have kept us from producing about half a 
million barrels per day of that heavy, un- 
conventional oil. 

The next steps must be taken by Con- 
gress. I might hasten to add that Senator 
Culver’s been very helpful in trying to 
move toward a comprehensive energy 
policy. So far, we’ve passed about 65 per- 
cent of the energy proposals that I made 
to the Congress in April of 1977, the first 
year I was in office. 

The other part that hasn’t been passed 
relates to oil. The Congress has not yet 


passed a single line of legislation about oil. 
And it’s not an accident, because for 
many years the oil companies have had a 
tremendous, effective lobby in Washing- 
ton to protect their interests. You can’t 
much blame them. 


But in the last couple of years the con- 
sumers of this country have got a new 
voice. And now it’s a very close match 
between the oil companies on one hand, 
wanting to keep all the profits that they 
get that they do not earn, and the con- 
sumers on the other hand, that are 
struggling to see the Congress pass a wind- 
fall profits tax, so that those excess profits 
can be shared among the American 
people. 

I can’t force the Congress to take ac- 
tion, but all of you, and people like you 
around the Nation, can force the Con- 
gress to take action. 

I was just informed a few minutes ago 
that all the members of the United Auto- 
mobile Workers in the Nation are going 
to take 6 minutes and write a postcard to 
Congress supporting the energy proposals 
that we have made. And I hope this will 
make a lot of impact on the Congress. 

So, Linda, I'll have to say this to you: 
It’s not an accident that as we’ve drifted 
down the Mississippi River, having a good 
time, almost every time I’ve stopped I’ve 
talked about the need for American 
people to do two things: save energy in 
your own life, and help me induce the 
Congress to pass the windfall profits tax 
so we can have a comprehensive energy 
program to make our energy security 
guaranteed. 

That’s an excellent question. And I 
hope everybody will listen to my voice and 
let your Congress Member know we need 
to have that energy policy passed through 
the Congress. 
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CHRYSLER CORPORATION 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Jim Paul. 
I’m a teacher and a coach from the West 
Burlington School System. First of all, I'd 
like you to equate your concept of the 
free enterprise system with the applica- 
tion of the Chrysler Corporation to the 
Government for a billion dollars worth 
of aid. And would you support the pro- 
gram, the aid, if Chrysler could be forced 
to manufacture public transportation 
equipment? 

THE PRreEsIDENT. We are approaching 
the Chrysler question, Jim, very cau- 
tiously. And the approach that I have 
approved personally has a heavy depend- 
ence on the free enterprise system. 

It requires Chrysler, first of all, to re- 
constitute their management so they can 
be more effective and more efficient in 
the future than they have been in the 
past. It also requires that Chrysler go, 
first off, to private sources of financing to 
get the loans that they need. The only 
thing I think the Federal Government 
ought to do is to provide some guarantee 
for those loans that are obtained in the 
private sector, but let the Federal Govern- 
ment in effect hold the first mortgage. 

I think we ought to protect the public 
interest as we help Chrysler tide them- 
selves over a difficult time. Chrysler must 
change, as the other automobile manu- 
facturers must change in our country, to 
make automobiles that are more fuel- 
efficient and also that meet our pollution 
standards. They are changing now as fast 
as they can. In the last few years, even 
since—since 1973, when we had the oil 
embargo, the American consumers have 
often demanded the very large, inefficient 
cars. Now they must make the change. 

So, I would say a shared responsibility 
between the employees and employers of 
Chrysler, a heavy dependence on the 
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private enterprise system, a minimum 
involvement of the Federal Government, 
and a maximum security for any loans 
that the Federal Government guaran- 
tees—-that’s a package that I think would 
be acceptable. It would keep Chrysler 
operating, maintain more competition in 
the automobile industry to hold prices 
down, and it would keep about two or 
three hundred thousand UAW workers 
employed who now work for Chrysler. 

That'll be a good investment, I believe, 
if we do it that way. 


TRANSPORTATION FUNDS 


Q. Good morning, Mr. President. 

Tue Present. Good morning. 

Q. My name is Jerry Rigdon. I live 
here in Burlington, Iowa, and I am a pro- 
fessional window cleaner. Do you have 
any dirty windows in the White House? 
[Laughter] 

THE Presment. There’s a lot of—we 
need a lot more light in Washington. I’ll 
say that for you. [Laughter] 

Q. The motto of my company is: “We 
brighten your outlook”. 

Mr. President, in lieu of the fact that 
our counties and cities depend on road- 
use tax to build new streets and new 
roads, it is not—with road-use taxes 
directly related to gasoline sales—it 
is not in the best interest of cities or 
counties to develop bikepaths, efficient 
mass transit systems, force car pooling, 
and other means that would mean tre- 
mendous gasoline savings to—in our 
energy program—can other revenues be 
released to particularly aid in these efforts 
of the counties and the cities? 





Tue Preswent. I don’t want to claim 
or leave the impression that everything a 
city or a county or a family does in saving 
energy must be with the help of the Fed- 
eral Government. A lot of the initiative 
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has got to come from individuals and from 
local communities. “ 

My wife recently visited a small—well, 
a fairly good-sized town named Davis, 
California. Right, Rosalynn? That com- 
munity, on its own initiative, with some 
already prescribed Federal programs, put 
in biketrails and helped people to decide 
how they could save energy in many dif- 
ferent ways. 

They gave Rosalynn, for instance, a 
free gift, which she’s authorized to keep, 
of a solar clothes drier. It was a 20-foot 
rope with five or six clothes pins. [Laugh- 
ter] 

I try to run 4 or 5 miles every day. I 
did this morning, I think at Lock 18, be- 
fore I came up here. And I think a lot of 
people would enjoy the beauty of a place 
like Burlington if a few times a week or 
maybe every day, instead of riding a half 
mile or a mile to work, you’d walk there 
and back, or ride a bike. And this kind of 
approach would be very helpful as an in- 
spiration to others if it was adequately 
publicized. 

The Federal programs are being de- 
signed more and more in housing and ur- 
ban development, in community plan- 
ning, in transportation, in agriculture, in 
almost every aspect of American life, to 
conserve energy. This is an area where we 
are just beginning to scratch the surface. 
This has not been part of our lives, as you 
know, in our country with $2-a-barrel oil. 
Now with $20-a-barrel oil becoming in- 
creasingly scarce, we’ve got to do this 
together. 

I think one of the best things is for lo- 
cal communities to take the initiative and 
to let that lesson be learned at the State 
level, and then at the Federal level, in- 
stead of depending on the Federal Gov- 
ernment to tell you all what to do. 

Your question, though, about how Fed- 
eral transportation funds can be better 
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designed to help conserve energy at the 
local level is a very good one. 

The new Secretary of Transportation, 
Neil Goldschmidt, is a former mayor of 
Portland, Oregon. He has a special inter- 
est in transportation, and he’s also done 
one of the best jobs in the whole country 
in Portland in conserving energy in the 
transportation area. So, I would guess 
that his new approach will be very bene- 
ficial to all the country and would also 
help to answer your question that you’ve 
raised, which is a very good one for the 
whole world, our whole country to know 
about. 

We'll try to make sure the Federal pro- 
grams in the future do a better job of 
saving energy, even at the local, county, 
and city level. 


SYNTHETIC FUELS; FOOD PRODUCTION 


Q. Mr. President, I’m Leo Talbot from 
Mount Union, Iowa. I’m a farmer. Part 
of my question was answered by the first 
gentleman, but I would still like to ask 
this question concerned about our prod- 
uct that we have out here with God’s 
help and willing, we’ll have for the next 
thousands of years as a synthetic fuel. We 
raise corn, and I wondered what the Gov- 
ernment was doing, how much emphasis 
they are putting upon this corn product, 
that we can put into ethanol to make a 
synthetic fuel. Are they really into it great 
now? We’ve been working at it out here 
for several years. Are they into it great? 

And the last part of my question was, 
of course, are you going to put the farmers 
on a number one priority this fall to har- 
vest our crops? 

Thank you, sir. 

Tue Presipent. The answer to your 
last question is yes. Bob Bergland is nod- 
ding his head even before I had a chance 
to answer. And obviously from one season 
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to another, we have varying needs for 
distillate fuels, which are in relatively 
short supply. 

During the planting season, we were 
putting in as many as 5 million acres per 
day, were we not, Bob?—one of the high- 
est rates of planting that our Nation has 
ever seen. We were able, with the cooper- 
ation ‘of farmers and the ASCS Offices, 
Governors, and everyone else, to get 
enough fuel to the farmers during the 
planting season so there were no long 
delays. 

We’ll do the same thing in the harvest 
season in the fall and also in the planting 
season in the future, because the produc- 
tion of food in our country is a top pri- 
ority, along with fire protection, police 
protection, and emergency vehicles, both 
the production of food on land and also 
the fisheries off the shores. 

As far as the production of gasohol is 
concerned, we are now exploring every 
possibility for putting into operation both 
the very small gasohol plants that can be 
put on a large farm or those that are 
much more costly and much more exten- 
sive. We now have two major pilot proj- 
ects already under way. We are preserving 
the exemption of the 4 cents per gallon on 
gasohol to encourage its production. That 
amounts in total to about $60 per barrel 
that we are helping with gasohol use. 

Third, we’ve done all we can so far— 
but we will do more in the future—to 
make sure that there’s an extra investment 
tax credit of 10 percent for people who 
invest in a gasohol-producing plant. 

Yesterday at the John Deere interna- 
tional headquarters in Moline, I saw a 
new machine that’s still in the experi- 
mental stage, where they burn corncobs— 
where they take corncobs and burn them 
and they make a gas which has about 15 
percent of the energy as natural gas. And 
then they burn that gas and make elec- 
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tricity, either to pump water or to provide 
electricity for a farm. So, the use of farm 
products, cornstalks, corncobs, perhaps 
just as important peanut hulls, different 
things—{/aughter|—-can be used now to 
make gas. 


On gasohol, the Congress, particularly 
including the Congress Members from 
Iowa, have proposed that we make avail- 
able low-interest, direct loans to farmers 
who will put in the very small gasohol- 
producing plants. I have not announced 
this before publicly, but I would like to 
announce it to you—Mr. Talbot, right?— 
that my administration will support this 
move. And I believe that Congress this 
year, before it goes homes, will have low- 
interest, direct loans for people who will 
put in small gasohol-producing plants on 
farms in Iowa.* 


*On the same day, the White House Press 
Office released the following information. 

The President today announced support for 
new legislative authority to assist in the con- 
struction of small and intermediate scale plants 
for the production of alcohol fuel. He indicated 
that alcohol made from agricultural and for- 
estry residues and commodities can play an 
increasingly important role in our fight for 
energy security. 

An alcohol-gasoline mixture is already being 
marketed through more than 800 retail outlets 
in 28 States. President Carter noted that alco- 
hol fuels would be especially important over 
the coming decade, a period of intensive re- 
search and exploration for alternative energy 
sources. One of the great advantages of this fuel 
is its already proven technology, although re- 
search into improved production methods will 
also be undertaken. 

Noting the strong interest among many 
Members of Congress, the President indicated 
that he is anxious to work with them to enact 
new authority to promote the further develop- 
ment of alcohol fuels through small and inter- 
mediate scale plants. 

He proposed a 2-year direct or guaranteed 
loan program to be administered by the De- 
partment of Agriculture, with a limit of $3 mil- 
lion per project. The loan program would be 
supplemented with a program of technical 
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If you think of anything else I can do 
to help gasohol production, you let me 
know and I'll do it. 7 

Q. I'll meet you afterwards, 

Tue Present. Thank you. [Laugh- 
ter| 

THE PRESIDENTS: TRIP 


Q. Mr. President, I am Gertrude Ger- 
dom from Burlington, Iowa, and I’m a 
housewife. And I want to tell you I think 
you’re doing a real good job and also ask 
if you’ve caught any fish since you’ve 
been on your trip. 

Tue PreswentT. I think I’ve done a 
better job of being President than I have 
catching fish this trip. But we’re going 


assistance and research and financed from the 
energy security trust fund. With the help of 
this program, individuals or groups of indivi- 
duals could play an active role in lessening our 
Nation’s dependence on foreign oil. 

The President’s support of this measure is the 
latest in a series of steps the administration has 
taken to further the development, production, 
and use of alcohol fuels, including: 

¢ Presidential directives to: 

—use gasohol in Federal vehicles, whenever 

feasible ; 

—simplify and reduce Federal reporting 

requirements for alcohol fuel producers. 

e Presidential recommendation that the cur- 
rent 4 cent per gallon excise tax exemption for 
gasoline alcohol (10 percent) blends be ex- 
tended permanently. 

¢ Implementations of a 10-percent invest- 
ment tax credit for facilities that convert alter- 
native substances or feedstocks into synthetic 
liquid fuels, including alcohol fuels. 

e Loan guarantees of $30 million by the 
Department of Agriculture for two innovative 
pilot projects for the production of alcohol. 

e An $11 million loan and grant program 
by the Department of Energy, the Economic 
Development Administration, and the Com- 
munity Services Administration to assist in the 
construction of 100 small-scale alcohol produc- 
tion plants. 

e Increased funding of DOE research and 
development of alcohol fuels from $3 million 
in FY 1977 to $25 million in FY 1980. Also, 
the USDA is programing nearly $6 million 
in FY 1980 for this purpose. 


to try again this afternoon, and I believe 
we're going to catch some. 


Q. Good luck. God bless you. 


THE Preswent. Gertrude, that’s the 
kind of question I never get from the 
Washington press corps. Thank you very 
much. I love you. [Laughter] 


SIZE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 


Q. I’m Emerson Cordes from Ever- 
green Park, Illinois. I’m retired. Many 
of us were heartened recently when you 
gave your Sunday night speech, espe- 
cially setting forth two objectives that we 
could all get behind that would really 
help our country, that of controlling in- 
flation and attacking the energy problem 
in all the many ways you suggested. But 
to reach these objectives, you’re going to 
need all of our help and our support. And 
right now, we’ve lost an awful lot of con- 
fidence in that Washington establish- 
ment. We just don’t feel it has the capa- 
bility or the willingness to respond to the 
people’s needs and expressed feelings. 

And I’m wondering if you’ve ever 
thought of setting an objective, perhaps, 
for your administration of reducing the 
size of that Washington establishment by, 
say, 10 percent, just to show that the peo- 
ple still own it and that they don’t 
own us. 

THe Presipent. Yes. I’ve thought 
about it a lot, and we have made some 
progress. 

As you know, each year, the services 
of the Government expand. Five years 
ago, there was practically no bureaucracy 
for the energy question. Now we have a 
very large department, the Department 
of Energy, that must administer pro- 
grams that encourage gasohol and en- 
courage the weatherization of homes and 
design better ways of transportation and 
monitor more efficient automobiles and 
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distribute scarce supplies of fuel to farm- 
ers. That kind of service is demanded by 
the people. It’s passed by the Congress 
and goes into effect. In spite of that, 
though, since I’ve been in office, we’ve 
had a reduction in the number of Fed- 
eral employees, just a small reduction, 
2000. And I hope that I can finish this 
term and not have any increase at least 
in the number of Federal employees. 


When start asking Americans 
where do you want to cut, it’s a very diffi- 
cult question to answer. I would hesitate, 
for instance, as a farmer to eliminate 
either the Home Demonstration Agents 
or the County Agents or the ASCS Of- 
fice employees who do a good job on a 
routine basis—and 3 or 4 months ago dur- 
ing planting season, we had to call on 
them almost full-time, 24 hours a day, 
to give us an inventory of where distillate 
fuels were and where the supplies were 
needed. 


you 


So, there are some requirements of the 
Government that must be carried out: 
the improvement of cities with HUD and 
the administering of programs for the 
poor through HEV, increased health for 
our people, the elimination of cancer, the 
control of these kinds of diseases must be 
carried out. So, I don’t want you to feel 
that just because the Government is 
often insensitive that it’s completely 
wasteful. There is waste there. There 
was waste in my farm in Plains. And 
there was waste in Carter’s Warehouse, 
and there’s probably waste in all of your 
businesses as well. But we are doing the 
best we can to hold it down. 


We have now put into effect, with the 
Congress help, the first complete revi- 
sion of the Civil Service in the last 100 
years. That’s just gone into effect, but I 
believe that in the future, you’ll see some 
great benefits flowing from it. 


So, in spite of the increase in services 
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being demanded and being delivered, we 
are holding down the number of Federal 
employees. Maybe we’re not doing a good 
enough job, but we’re trying. And I 
would like to emphasize one more time 
what’s come up two or three times al- 
ready, that the initiative must come from 
the individual American and from the 
individual family and individual commu- 
nity. And the more you do for yourselves, 
within a family or within a community, 
the less will be demanded from the Gov- 
ernment; and the more we can save taxes 
and the more we can have a better life 
for us all, because that’s where the enjoy- 
ment comes in. 

I’m in favor of keeping the Federal 
Government as small as possible, but I 
have to be responsible for defending our 
Nation, keeping us strong, keeping us 
free, encouraging peace around the 
world, and meeting the legitimate needs 
of the American people. 

So, don’t curse your Government; just 
work with me to make it better. 


NUCLEAR POWERPLANTS 


Q. My name is Michael Lamb, Bur- 
lington, Iowa. I am an educator. Mr. 
Carter, if this community, in the future, 
could become the moral equivalent of 
cannon fodder and the moral equivalent 
of war, my question regards the continued 
utilization of nuclear fission power. 

The 1957 Brookhaven report indicated 
that in the event of a massive reactor 
catastrophe, agricultural restrictions could 
prevail over 150,000 square miles, an area 
equal to the combined areas of Iowa, IIli- 
nois, and Indiana. Now, with this, the 
possible consequence of a catastrophic re- 
actor accident, why are we allowing any 
reactors to be built in America’s farm- 
belt, when it seems that just one major 
accident at any one of these reactors 
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could lead to us importing food as well as 
oil? 
Tue Present. Thank you, Michael. 
I don’t believe you have any nuclear 
reactors operating in Iowa, do you, John? 
SENATOR Cutver. Yes. Palo. 
Tue PresIpENT. One operating. 


SENATOR Cutver. Palo. But there are 
several along the Mississippi and Illinois, 
serving Chicago. 

THE PresiwenT. Right. Well, as you 
know, for the last 35 or 40 years our coun- 
try has had a policy of producing part of 
our energy from nuclear reactors. We now 
produce about, I think, 13 percent of all 
the electricity in our Nation from atomic 
reactors. Communities like Chicago get 
50 percent of all their electricity from 
nuclear reactors. 


It would be a very serious blow to our 
country to close down all the nuclear re- 
actors that we have. We do have a prob- 
lem that’s now being assessed, brought 
about by the accident at Three Mile 
Island, and I have asked Dr. Kemeny, 
who heads up this Commission, to give 
me a report on how the existing atomic 
reactors can be made more safe to operate. 


I thank God that in the last 35 or 40 
years we have never had a fatality or a 
serious injury in a commercial reactor in 
the United States. But I want to make 
sure that we don’t have any in the future. 


We also have not had enough attention 
given to the disposal of waste from the 
atomic reactors. Now, when this Kemeny 
report comes in to me—within the next 
few days, as a matter of fact—I will 
assess it and, working with the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission and with the 
Congress, will take whatever action is 
necessary for better design, better train- 
ing of personnel, and better operation of 
the existing nuclear plants to make sure 
that we do have as safe a nuclear program 
as possible. 
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I don’t want to mislead you. Some 
people like Michael don’t think that we 
ought to have any use of atomic power. I 
believe that it’s inevitable that there will 
be a place for atomic power in the future 
in our country. But to the extent that all 
of us save energy, to the extent that we 
increase the production of oil and gas in 
our country, to the extent that we shift 
toward the plentiful supplies of coal and 
make coal clean-burning, to the extent 
that we have more efficient automobiles, 
that we take whatever action we can to 
make homes more savers of energy—to 
the extent that we do all these things to 
conserve and to increase production of 
other energy, we can cut down on the de- 
mand for atomic power. 

During my campaign for President 2, 
3 years ago, I said that we ought to make 
atomic power a source of energy as a last 
resort. And what I mean by that is that 
as we conserve and produce other forms 
of energy, our Nation will need less atomic 
power. 

As you know, we have not had atomic 
powerplants approved for new construc- 
tion in quite a while. We’re at a pause 
now, and with the Kemeny report— 
which I hope all of you will study—we’ll 
see how to make atomic power, if it is 
used in the future, more safe for Ameri- 
cans and protect both lives and the land 
that you describe, Michael. 

Thank you very much. 

Q. Mr. Carter? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Q. You did still not address the fact of 
the farming. What happens if you have 
one accident in the American farmbelt? 

THE PresiDENT. Well, obviously, it de- 
pends on the kind of accident that you 
have. 

Q. Right. A major catastrophic acci- 
dent, one which on ABC News stated the 
odds in the next 30 years could be as high 
as 1 in 15. 
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Tue Preswent. The only way I can 
answer you is that if we have a cata- 
strophic accident that would be a 
catastrophe. 

Q. Mr. Carter, one more point, please. 
There’s a great deal of talk in this coun- 
try about energy independence for Amer- 
ica. The Government should not forget 
that Americans need energy independence 
also. 

AMY CARTER 


Q. Mr. President, I’m Jean McKinney, 
an orchestra teacher from here in Burling- 
ton. And I was wondering if Amy’s still 
making good progress with her violin les- 
sons. [Laughter] 

Tue Presivenr. I think Amy plays very 
well, considering the talent that she has. 
[Laughter] 

I think you would be proud to hear Amy 
play. She hasn’t practiced much on this 
trip, I have to admit. She’s been concen- 
trating on the calliope. But she’s doing 
very well and I’m very proud of her. 


LETTER FOR THE PRESIDENT 


Q. Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Q. This is really important to me. I 
have a letter that I'd like to give to you. 
And Id risk being arrested in order to 
give it to you, I think it’s so important. 

THe Present. No, you’re not going to 
be arrested. If you'll give it to my wife 
Rosalynn, right there in the green shirt, 
I'll get it. 

Q. Thank you very much. 

THe Presipenr. It’s a pleasure. 


SALE OF KEROSENE TO IRAN 


Q. Mr. Carter, my name is Mary Beth 
Murrell, and I’m a math teacher at West 
Burlington. It’s super-exciting to have you 
here and I want you to know that we 
heartily support your energy program, and 
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we're doing everything we can do to help. 
We're biking to work and we installed a 
solar system in our home. 

Tue PReswwENT. Very good. 

Q. But my question is this: On the late 
news on the radio last night, they said 
something about that we were selling oil 
to Iran. Now, they didn’t explain this at 
all. They were heavily critical of the fact 
that somebody was selling our oil while 
you were floating down the Mississippi. 
[Laughter] I would like for you to com- 
plete this report and explain to me why 
we are selling oil to Iran. 

THe Present. Okay. 

We get from Iran, I think, about 30 mil- 
lion barrels of oil every month. I’m not 
sure about the exact figure, but that’s 
roughly what we get. And a few months 
ago, because of some riots in Iran, they 
sabotaged a pipeline going to the refinery 
which makes kerosene for the Iranian 
people. They use kerosene in their homes 
like we did when I was a child to cook and 
for everything else. And they had a very 
severe shortage of kerosene. And they 
asked us to sell them back about two- 
thirds of one day’s supply of kerosene to 
meet the needs of the families in Iran, and 
since they sell us more than that every day, 
I personally approved the sale of that 
much kerosene to Iran. 

But it’s just a small amount compared 
to what we use and also a very tiny 
amount compared to what we get from 
Iran, about one-fiftieth of what we get 
from Iran every month. And it was just a 
one-time proposition. 

Q. Thank you. 

THE PresipENT. We're not going to 
shut down any tractors because of it. 


ENERGY CONSERVATION TAX CREDITS 
Q. Mr. President, my name is Dan 


Carlson, from Middletown, Iowa. I’m a 
student at Quincy College in Quincy. On 
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the housing situation, by energy conserva- 
tion, the only type of tax relief that I 
understand is basically solar heat that 
you’re more or less giving a tax break to. 
We have several other types of energy con- 
servation methods, such as underground 
living, which stays at a constant temper- 
ature between 55 and 60 degrees a year 
with no heat at all. And you can take it 
up to a comfortable 72 degrees by using 
about two logs a day in a fireplace. There’s 
absolutely no oil use there at all. 

Now, there’s no tax relief for anything 
like that. If you have a stream that goes 
through your property, if you’d put a 
water generator on that, there’s no tax 
relief for that or anything of that sort. 
Could you give me any idea on that? 

THe Preswent. Yes. As you know, 
Dan, the establishment of a program on a 
nationwide basis for 220 million Ameri- 
cans, maybe 50 million homes, is a very 
expensive proposition, whether it’s with 
a tax credit or a direct loan, where inter- 
est is subsidized or sometimes a grant. It’s 
not going to be possible for us to have a 
major expansion or encouraging people 
to conserve energy without the windfall 
profits tax. That will be the source of 
enough money to take care of poor fami- 
lies who are especially hurt by increasing 
prices of oil; secondly, to give us a better 
transportation system; and third, to en- 
courage conservation and also the pro- 
duction of American energy. 

We already have a tax credit for the 
weatherization of homes, where you'd 
take various means to cut down on the 
waste of heat. I’d have to look into the 
law to see if it covers the placement of a 
home down below the ground level.? But 
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I was in Baltimore recently, where they 
are weatherizing this year 3,000 homes in 
the low-income area. Next year, they have 
a target of weatherizing 5,000 homes in 
the low-income area. It only costs them in 
that urban area about $275 per home to 
make it energy efficient. They save more 
than that every 2 years in reduced costs of 
heating oil and natural gas, whatever they 
use. 

We now are prepared to expand this 
program to encourage that kind of saving. 
But we have to have the windfall profits 
tax to do it. It applies not only to solar 
installations, which get a $2,200 tax credit 
already, but also to the weatherization of 
homes and to the production of electricity 
from low-head dams. 

One possibility that we are exploring 
and which will be pursued, by the way, is 
the series of locks and dams on the Mis- 
sissippi River, some of which might be 
available for the production of electricity 
to be used at a very low additional cost. 
We now have pilot projects all over the 
Nation where a small community for- 
merly had its own private source of elec- 
tric generation, from a nearby stream that 
had been dammed up with a low-height 
dam, and we're going to put those back 
into operation. There'll be several thou- 
sand of those around the country. 

So, we’re expanding in every possible 
way the encouragement of the saving of 
heat in homes, transportation, and the 
cheap production of energy. But all of 
that program that’s not already in effect 
would have to depend on the passage of 
the windfall profits tax. 





?On the same day, the White House Press 
Office released the following information. 

The law, proposed by the President in April 
1977 and passed by the Congress in 1978, pro- 
vides a tax credit of 15 percent of up to the 
first $2,000 of weatherization projects added 
to homes after April 1977. Weatherization 


projects are those such as insulation and caulk- 
ing, and so forth. Homes, either below or above 
ground, are eligible for a tax credit, providing 
work was performed that meets the law’s re- 
quirements. There is, however, no tax credit 
for building a home underground per se. 
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At the end of this year, I believe that 
we'll have an adequate base for a long 
period of time in the future to meet the 
needs that you described. But there’s al- 
ready a tax credit available of about $300 
for homes like you described, and I’ll have 
to find out for you, if you don’t mind, 
whether it applies to putting the home 
partially underground. 


Q. Thank you. 


Tue Preswent. Thank you, Dan, 
very much. If one of my staff would get 
Dan’s address, we’ll send you the answer. 
Okay? 


EMPLOYMENT 


Q. Good morning, Mr. President. My 
name is Bonnie Wilson. I’m from Bur- 
lington, Iowa, and I’m a secretary. I’m 
wondering what you plan to do or what 
you have done to assist the middle-aged 
woman either entering or reentering the 
job market. 

THE PreEsIpENT. Okay. 

Bonnie, it’s hard to single out that par- 
ticular age group and the fact that they 
would be women. What I faced when I 
was running for President, when I first be- 
came President, was an unemployment 
rate above 8 percent. We’ve had a net in- 
crease in our country now of 8 million 
jobs, a net increase, just in the last 24 
years—those jobs being made available to 
young people and older people, middle- 
aged men and women. So, I’m sure that 
the middle-aged woman has benefited. 

Also, in the Federal Government, for 
instance, we’ve tried to set an example for 
other employers in encouraging the em- 
ployment of women. Although we’ve had 
a 2,000 reduction in total Federal employ- 
ment, we’ve had a 26,000 increase in the 
number of women who are employed. 
Obviously, this is an area that can be ex- 
panded in the future. 
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I think Iowa now has an unemploy- 
ment rate of like 4 percent. And I would 
guess that any able-bodied person, man 
or woman, that really wants a job in Iowa 
can get one now. But we’ve made good 
progress on the unemployment field with 
the help of many people. 

The best place, obviously, to acquire 
jobs is not in the Government or even 
with government programs, but in the 
private sector. And I think a strong and 
dynamic economy is the best source for 
jobs in the future. 

But I think we’ve made good progress 
in the employment field. We haven’t 
reached our goal of no unemployment, 
but we are getting closer than we were. 

Thank you, Bonnie, very much. 

I don’t think I’ve got time for another 
question. Everybody is motioning at me. 
But let me say this in closing. The ques- 
tions that have been asked I think will 
help the whole country. They’re the kind 
of questions that make me think more 
about what we are doing in Washington 
and give me guidance for the future, both 
in, domestic affairs, in meeting the needs 
of the average family on transportation 
and housing, agriculture and saving en- 
ergy, but also in international affairs. 

Jean Funck asked a question, for in- 
stance, about how we could make Mexico 
accountable for oil spills. This is an area 
that already we were exploring but we 
haven’t yet solved. 

So, I thank all of you for your questions 
and for giving me a chance to answer 
them. 

Let me say this in closing: If you don’t 
remember anything else from the town- 
hall meeting outdoors today, remember 
what a great country we have and how 
strong we are. Almost invariably we’re in- 
clined to think about the temporary in- 
convenience, the disagreements that are 
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so highly publicized between the House 
and the Senate, or the Congress and 
the President, or the States and the Fed- 
eral Government, or private citizens and 
others in our Nation. Those transient 
problems come and go very rapidly. 
Americans have always been able to face 
them and to solve them. 

And I have no doubt in my mind that 
the present problems that our country 
faces can be solved, because our country 
is so great, because we have been so 
blessed with natural resources—but above 
all, because Americans are resilient, 
strong when we need to be, and unified 
when we see a common problem. So, I 
would like to ask all of you to do what I 
said in my Sunday night speech: Every 
day, say something good about America. 
We have the greatest nation on Earth, 
and if you will join in with me in the fu- 
ture, we'll make it even greater in years 
to come. 

Thank you very much. God bless all of 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. at 
Crapo Park. 

Following the town meeting, the President 
attended a private reception for community 
officials and area residents at the home of Mr. 


McCormally. He then returned to the Delta 
Queen. 


Hannibal, Missouri 


Remarks at the Town Square. 
August 23, 1979 


Mayor Herman, Congressman Volk- 
mer, and my good friend, Governor Joe 
Teasdale, and all the people of Hannibal 
and the surrounding communities in Mis- 
souri, I guess on both sides of the Missis- 
sippi, you have come here to make us feel 
welcome again. 
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I don’t believe that any person lives in 
our country, and very few live throughout 
the world, who are not familiar with 
Mark Twain, Tom Sawyer, Becky 
Thatcher, Huckleberry Finn, and also 
Hannibal, Missouri. 

Ours is a nation which has a source of 
strength and a source of greatness that is 
unshakeable. And part of that strength 
comes from the memories of our boyhood 
and girlhood days in communities. like 
Hannibal throughout the country—some 
smaller than Hannibal, like Plains; some 
much larger than Hannibal, like the urban 
areas of our country. 

But the stability of the family life, the 
love of an Aunt Polly or mother or father 
or sisters or boyhood or girlhood sweet- 
hearts, lives with us as long as we are on 
this Earth. 

Ours is truly a great country. And I 
hope that Hannibal won’t change very 
much, only in the number of people that 
can come here to witness and to be part 
of the life of Samuel Clemens, who spread 
the good news about America in many 
parts of the world. 

We saw translations of “The Adven- 
tures of Tom Sawyer” in a museum that 
went to 50 different kinds of languages so 
that people all over the Earth can know 
about you and about his boyhood and 
about the truth of America. 

He was indeed a remarkable person 
who saw, with a remarkable insight, what 
made America great. Coming down the 
river, Amy has been reading “Tom Saw- 
yer” for the second time and I have been 
reading “Life on the Mississippi” for the 
second time, or third time, or fourth time 
as well. It has been part of my life, as it 
has been part of many of you. 

Mark Twain, or Samuel Clemens, had 
one of the greatest senses of humor, I 
guess, of anyone who has ever lived in our 
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country. He always had a good thing to 
say about America. And I hope that is 
part of our own lives, to say something 
good about our own country. I jotted 
down a few things that he said, and I will 
be very brief. 

He had a lot to say about inflation. I 
don’t know if you know it or not. But in 
“Life on the Mississippi” he said that 
when he was a young boy, when he first 
St. Louis, he said, “I could have 
bought it for $6 million, and it was the 
biggest mistake of my life that I didn’t do 
i 

Then he commented on energy—lI 
won't read the whole quote—but Mark 
Twain saw a tremendous change in the 
use of energy on the Mississippi. 

When he was first training to be a pilot, 
as you know, the steamboats used wood 
and the wood yards would go for miles 
and miles on both sides of the river near 
the towns. 

At that time there were 10,000 steam- 
boats on the river system of our country. 
He was part of that life. 

And the last thing I would like to com- 
ment on is about the Federal Govern- 
ment. He had some good things to say 
about the Federal Government. And I 
particularly liked this because you don’t 
hear that very much anymore. He went 
by one of the Federal projects, and he 
said, “Everything about it suggests the 
hand of a national government.” Listen 
to this: “The government’s work is al- 
ways conspicuous for excellence, solidity, 
thoroughness, and neatness. The Govern- 
ment does its work well in the first place, 
and then takes care of it afterwards.” 

That is the good news. The bad news 
is this project that he was describing was 
a cemetery. [Laughter] 


Saw 


Well, we still live in a great country, as 
you well know, and times are changing, 
including energy. Last night, we came by 
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one of the very few large electric power 
plants on the Mississippi who produce a 
very small amount of electricity now, with 
all this tremendous power going past 
Hannibal, about 165 megawatts. We have 
the capability already assessed to produce 
2,400 megawatts of power, 15 times as 
much, just using the dams that are al- 
ready constructed there for the locks. 

I am going to instruct the Department 
of the Army to simplify the pro- 
cedures so that these projects can be com- 
pleted earlier without going through all 
the redtape and complication and delay 
that hold up such projects now. There are 
sO many ways in our country that we can 
take advantage of what we already have 
and have a better Nation and a better 
life at the same time. 

Conserving energy or saving energy is 
not an unpleasant thing. It can be an ex- 
citing thing, an enjoyable thing, that 
saves us money, lets us be truly patriotic, 
lets us restore the energy security of our 
Nation, and binds us together in a spirit 
of common purpose. 

So, I believe that in many ways the 
present crisis that we face with a shortage 
of energy, an overdependence on foreign 
oil, can be a blessing in disguise. It can 
give Americans a chance to prove that a 
tremendous challenge can be overcome, 
that a tremendous problem can be solved, 
that complicated questions can be an- 
swered by Americans who are unified. 

We sometimes forget what a great na- 
tion we have. And I believe that in the 
solution of our energy problem, we can 
prove again that Americans have never 
faced a challenge to our country unsuc- 
cessfully. We are the greatest Nation on 
Earth, and if we remember what we 
learned in our childhood, the truth that 
Mark Twain told to us with a great sense 
of humor, and remember how strong a 
family can be or a community can be or 
a nation can be when we face a problem 
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together, there is no doubt in my mind 
that we can make the greatest nation on 
Earth, the United States of America, even 
greater in the future. 

If we all work together, we cannot fail. 
I know we will succeed. And I thank you 
for being so nice to us. 

Thank you very much. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. Be- 
fore and after his remarks, the President toured 
historic sites in the area, including Mark 
Twain’s boyhood home and attached museum, 
the Becky Thatcher Book Shop, and the Mark 
Twain Cave. He also watched a skit performed 
by the Clemens Amphitheatre Players outside 
Grant’s Drugstore. 

As printed above, the item follows the text 
of the White House press release. 


Hydroelectric Power Projects 


Statement by the President. August 23, 1979 

In the course of the time I will be 
traveling on the Delta Queen, we will go 
through 27 locks and dams on the Missis- 
sippi River. The water flowing over these 
dams and through these locks holds tre- 
mendous promise as a source of hydro- 
electric power. Of all the locks and dams 
on the Mississippi River between St. Paul 
and St. Louis, only five have installed 
capacity. Clearly some of the other exist- 
ing locks and dams have hydroelectric 
potential. Other Corps of Engineers and 
Bureau of Reclamation existing structures 
around the Nation hold similar potential. 
We must move aggressively to begin to 
harness this power. 

On the basis of the National Hydro- 
power Study now being undertaken by 
the Corps of Engineers, it is clear that 
various Federal dams, locks, and other 
water projects would be suitable sites to 
be harnessed to produce hydroelectric 
power. I am today directing the Depart- 
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ment of the Army, in conjunction with 
the Bureau of Reclamation and the De- 
partment of Energy, to develop necessary 
legislation which would give those agen- 
cies clearer, simpler authority to exploit 
the energy potential of existing Federal 
projects without requiring them to go 
through the full, protracted authorization 
process necessary for new construction 
projects in cases where the addition of the 
necessary turbines is economically justified 
and would not have an adverse impact on 
the environment or on stream flows. 

Recently, I took two other actions to 
greatly expand our hydroelectric activi- 
ties across the country: 

—At a ceremony in Des Moines, Iowa, 
on May 4, 1979, I announced a major 
new coordinated effort to identify and 
develop hydroelectric potential at existing 
dams around the country. Under that 
program, for each of the next several 
years DOE will administer a program 
through which communities could con- 
duct feasibility and engineering studies of 
potential sites. Following an onsite review 
process, including DOE, the Corps of 
Engineers, the Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the FERC, the most promising sites 
would be encouraged to submit applica- 
tions for construction grants, loans, and 
loan guarantees from EDA, FMFA, REA, 
CSA, and HUD. Over $300 million in re- 
sources have been reserved for this pur- 
pose through 1981. 

The target goal of beginning construc- 
tion on 100 rural hydro projects by the 
end of 1981 through the interagency 
effort will develop approximately 300 
megawatts of additional capacity. Since I 
announced this program, several hundred 
local communities have expressed interest 
in participating. Federal field teams will 
be conducting onsite inspections at about 
250 of the most promising prospects dur- 
ing August and September. 
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—At my direction the Bureau of Recla- 
mation recently testified in Congress, 
seeking the authority for the Secretary of 
Interior to plan, design, and install hydro- 
electric facilities on 13 existing reclama- 
tion dams. This procedure will permit a 
much faster review for a project which is 
economically justified and which will not 
have significant adverse environmental or 
stream-flow effects. 

The Corps’ National Hydropower 
Study included a review of thousands of 
Federal and non-Federal dams. Many of 
the more promising non-Federal dams are 
being subjected to onsite inspections as 
part of the program to reconstruct rural 
hydro sites, as announced in Des Moines. 
Of the Federal dams included in the 
Corps’ review, many appear to be candi- 
dates for new or additional hydroelectric 
facilities. While the energy generating 
potential of these sites varies dramatically, 
the total potential for increased low-cost, 
clean, available power through this re- 
source at Federal sites is great. For 
example, the locks and dams on the Mis- 
sissippi River between St. Paul and St. 
Louis have an installed capacity of only 
165.6 megawatts while a preliminary 
Corps of Engineers study suggests a po- 
tential capacity of about 2,400 megawatts. 
I intend to see that this great national 
resource is utilized. 

NOTE: 


bal, M« 


The statement was released at Hanni- 


St. Louis, Missouri 


Remarks on Arrival at the City. 
August 24, 1979 


Tue Presipent. Good morning, every- 
body. Good morning. How many of you 
agree with me that we live in the greatest 
nation on Earth? [Applause 
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For the last week, Rosalynn and Amy 
and I, along with the other passen- 
gers on board the Delta Queen, have 
had one of the most remarkable and en- 
joyable weeks of our lives. We’ve not 
only seen the beauty of the Midwest—the 
lovely land, the hills, the mountains— 
we've also seen one of the mightiest rivers 
on Earth that brings prosperity to this 
part of the country and gives us a re- 
minder of what our history has been. But 
the most important thing to us has been 
to see the thousands and thousands of 
people who’ve come down to the banks of 
the Mississippi to make us feel welcome, 
to express your respect for our great coun- 
try, and to take us into your arms and 
into your hearts as the President and the 
First Family of our Nation. 

Amy has had a good time. Rosalynn 
has had a good time. And so have I. We 
hate to see the trip end, but if it has to 
end somewhere, it could not possibly end 
in a more beautiful place and a more 
exciting place than under this tre- 
mendous arch here in St. Louis. 

It’s my privilege, by the way, to an- 
nounce the 10 millionth visitor to the top 
of the Gateway Arch, who was selected 
this morning immediately before we ar- 
rived at this historic St. Louis site. His 
name is Bill Bund from Alton, Illinois, the 
10 millionth visitor to your beautiful arch. 
I think Bill is here somewhere. Here is 
the 10 millionth visitor over here. Con- 
gratulations, Bill. 

I'd like to say just a few words to you 
now about our country. We've got so 
much to be thankful for. Sometimes we 
forget how much God has blessed us in 
the United States of America. He’s given 
us some of the richest land on Earth, and 
we’ve seen it on both sides of the Missis- 
sippi River during the last week. This is 
indeed the breadbasket of the world. And 


if there’s one tremendous, strategic ad- 
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vantage that our Nation presently has and 
which will always be a weapon for peace 
and for the good will and the’ well-being 
of people in our own country and 
throughout the world, it’s the food and 
the fiber produced in this tremendous 
Mississippi River basin because of the 
wonderful land that God has given us. 
I've had a chance to speak to a lot of 
farmers on the way down and to express 
my thanks to them from the bottom of 
my heart as President of our country. 

We've also seen the tremendous ad- 
vantages that we have of a good trans- 
portation system with the river, and I be- 
lieve in the future we can, with a good 
energy policy, have a much better trans- 
portation system, no matter what kind of 
river we want to use for goods or for 
people. 

We also have a nation in which we can 
enjoy individual freedom, the right to be 
individuals, to be ourselves, to be differ- 
ent, to make our own decisions, to control 
our own government, and to develop in 
the best way that we can according to 
our own abilities and our own talents. 
This is one of the things that we some- 
times forget, but I believe it’s very im- 
portant for us never to forget the freedom 
and the democracy that we have; a free 
enterprise system which lets us compete 
and lets us have innovation, and lets us 
have new ideas to overcome problems. 

So, we are blessed with the greatest na- 
tion on Earth. Unified, nothing can stand 
in our way to resolving problems, over- 
coming difficulties, and answering serious 
questions. 

In the past our Nation has always been 
able to do this, as we have been faced 
with serious trials and temptations that 
threaten our country. In the First World 
War, the Second World War, the Great 
Depression, Americans recognized the 
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threat to our country. We united together 
and we overcame it. 

Now we have a serious threat to our 
country that’s not nearly so easy to under- 
stand and so far we’ve not united enough 
to overcome it. And that’s the threat to 
our Nation’s security brought about by 
excessive dependence on foreign oil. We 
import about half the oil we use, and along 
with oil that comes in from the Middle 
East, we also import unemployment, and 
we also import inflation. 

We must do something about the en- 
ergy challenge that faces us. There are 
two things that we can do. One thing is 
to save energy. Every American, every 
American can save energy in your own 
life, in your own family, in transportation, 
in your homes, on your job. This is some- 
thing the government cannot do for you, 
but there are dozens of things that each 
one of you, and each one of us can decide 
to do day in and day out that will be 
beneficial to our country, and will also 
give us, in the same process, a better life. 
It doesn’t make it good for us or more en- 
joyable for us when we waste what God 
has given us. So I ask all of you to help 
us conserve energy. 

The second thing I’d like to ask you to 
do is to join in with me in helping to pro- 
duce more energy in our own country. 
The Mideast OPEC nations all put to- 
gether have less than 5 percent of the en- 
ergy reserves in our world. The United 
States has 25 percent of all the energy, en- 
ergy reserves in the world. So, what we 
must do is to produce more of our Na- 
tion’s energy—oil, gas, coal, geothermal, 
with our tremendous cropland for gaso- 
hol, use more solar power. This can make 
us secure in energy. 

Now the Congress has before it a wind- 
fall profits tax, which is being opposed by 
the oil lobby and which must be passed. 
Oil prices are going up in the future. And 
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the basic question is: Who is going to get 
the tremendous profits that come in that 
are unearned? The oil companies have 
not earned this profit, but they want to 
keep it. So, with a windfall profits tax we 
can take these profits and give them back 
to the American people for a better trans- 
portation system, to help the low- and 
middle-income families pay the increased 
cost of fuel, to insulate our homes, to have 
a better way to produce synthetic fuels— 
all these benefits can come to us when the 
Congress passes a windfall profits tax. 

We can have energy security. So I want 
to ask you to do two things in summary: 
One is save energy, and the other one is 
work with me and the United States Con- 
gress to overcome the oil lobby, to pass the 
windfall profits tax, to make our Nation 
energy-secure. 

With a strong nation we can stay at 
peace; we can keep our Nation secure. 
And if you’ll help me, I will help you and 
the Members of Congress here with me to 
pass a windfall profits tax, to make the 
greatest nation on Earth even greater in 
the future. Will you do that? Will you 
help me? [Applause] 

Thank you all very much, thank you. 

Rosalynn, do you want to say a word? 
Rosalynn would like to say just a word. 

Mrs. Carter. We’ve had a wonderful 
trip on the beautiful Mississippi River. 
The countryside is spectacular. I believe 
and I wish that every person in our coun- 
try could take the trip that we have had 
and just see what we have in our country. 
It is so beautiful. We’ve enjoyed it. Amy 
has enjoyed it. The people along the way, 
you, too, have made it very special for us. 

It’s a week that Jimmy and I both will 
never forget. Thank you all for coming 
out today. We love you. 

Tue Present. Amy? Say hi. All you 
have to do is say one word. 

Amy Carter. Hi. Hi. 


1514 


Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1979 


Tue PRESIDENT. How’s that for a short 
speech? Thank you very much, every- 
body. We love every one of you. Thank 
you. 

We'll come down and shake a few 
hands—the ones we can reach. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 a.m. at the 
docking site of the Delta Queen. 


Department of Energy 


Remarks at the Swearing In of 
Charles W. Duncan, Jr., as Secretary. 
August 24, 1979 


Tue Present. There’s no way to over- 
emphasize the importance of this event, 
because of the significance to every 
American, in fact, every person, almost 
throughout the world, accrued from the 
performance of duty as Secretary of 
Energy. 

Fifteen years ago, the average Ameri- 
can didn’t think much about the prob- 
lems that might arise from the energy 
question or the energy situation. But re- 
cently, in the last few years, this has be- 
come a burning issue for every person. 

Our country has been well served, and 
I would like to ask James Schlesinger first 
to come to the stage. 

No one who hears my voice could argue 
with the statement that Jim Schlesinger 
is a man of intelligence, competence, and 
also the utmost integrity. He’s a man who 
served our Nation well in one of the most 
difficult jobs imaginable, that is the for- 
mation of and the administration of the 
Department of Energy. He’s done this to 
the credit of himself, my own adminis- 
tration, the United States Government, 
and the people of our country. 

In addition to that, he has served well 
in other posts of extreme importance to 
our country. In time of peace and in time 
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of war, Jim Schlesinger has always been 
available to a President who needed his 
superb capabilities to meet a.difficult is- 
sue or to answer difficult problems or to 
solve difficult questions. 

Jim has been the Secretary of Defense, 
as you well know, and his statements then 
and his actions, his recommendations 
have proven in the last few years of recent 
history to have been wise and sound. 

I particularly want to congratulate him 
for his service as our chief intelligence 
officer when he was Director of Central 
Intelligence. 

In 1953, President Harry Truman ini- 
tiated an award which I would like to 
make to Jim Schlesinger. This is the Na- 
tional Security Award, given to a person 
who has contributed notably to our Na- 
tion’s security in the intricate, highly se- 
cret realm of intelligence. I’d like to read 
the citation: 

“The United States of America to all 
who shall see these presents, greeting. This 
is to certify that the President of the Unit- 
ed States of America has awarded the 
National Security Medal to James R. 
Schlesinger for outstanding contribution 
to the national intelligence effort. Given 
under my hand in the City of Washing- 
ton, this 24th day of August, 1979.” 
Signed Jimmy Carter, President of the 
United States of America. 

Jim, congratulations to you. 


I see an expression of approval and ap- 
preciation on the faces of those who ob- 
serve the ceremony, and I see an expres- 
sion of relief and anticipation on Jim 
Schlesinger’s face—{laughter|—as we ap- 
proach the next ceremony. 

One of the very early acts of my un- 
official life after I was elected President 
was to invite Jim Schlesinger to come 
down to Plains and talk to me about the 
very serious problem that our Nation was 


oe a 


Aug. 24 


experiencing in not having a national en- 
ergy policy, in having more than 50 sep- 
arate agencies of the Federal Government 
responsible for the administration of 
various, sometimes conflicting energy 
laws. We didn’t have a Department of 
Energy and I have te tell you that it was 
not Jim Schlesinger’s first choice as a 
Cabinet officer to be the Secretary of 
Energy. He recognized the complexity 
and the challenge of it, and also the un- 
certainty of proposing to the Congress the 
creation of a major new Cabinet level 
department. But he agreed to serve, and 
he has served well. 

Last November after a year and half 
of intense effort in the Congress, we had 
approved about 65 percent of the energy 
legislation that had been proposed. At 
that time Dr. Schlesinger came and said 
that he thought it was time for him to 
step down since he had done that job, that 
he had scars on him from all directions 
and that he thought it was time for some- 
one, perhaps, to take over with a fresh ap- 
proach, and I asked him to stay on longer. 

Last January, he came back to me at 
the beginning of the session and said, 
again, that he was ready to step down, 
that he thought he had done his job as 
well as he could. Since we had not passed 
any legislation then or even evolved a 
follow-up proposal concerning oil, I 
asked him to stay again until we could 
evolve a program concerning oil and 
avoid the increasing delay that was hurt- 
ing our Nation at that time. He agreed to 
do so. And now that we’ve proposed to 
the Congress a very fine proposal for deal- 
ing with the oil issue, I have finally 
agreed to let Jim Schlesinger step down in 
this post. 

Obviously the choice of his successor is 
one that has been a very important one 
for me, and I’ve chosen someone who ful- 
fills every possible requirement for the 
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job. This is an issue that is becoming of 
ever more important consideration for 
Americans. 

When I made my Sunday evening 
speech July 15th, I said that the strength 
of America lay ultimately in the inex- 
haustible resource of the American 
people. 

I’ve just finished a 7-day trip down the 
Mississippi River and I have been rein- 
spired with the commitment of Ameri- 
cans to deal in a confident way with the 
future, to unite among themselves, to 
conserve energy to the utmost of their 
own ability and also to see hammered out 
here in Washington a comprehensive 
series of legislative proposals that will 
give us a sound basis for a complete en- 
ergy policy in the future. 

There is no limit, in my opinion, to 
what we in our country can do if our peo- 
ple are united. I’ve just written all 6,000 
chief executive officers of the cities and 
towns and counties of our Nation. Many 
have acted on their own initiative; more 
will do so in the future. 

Our energy security is threatened. As 
you know, we still import too much oil 
from foreign countries, about half the oil 
that we use. So, we must conserve; we 
must produce more oil and other forms of 
energy in our country—solar energy; we 
must also increase, as you know, the pro- 
duction of geothermal supplies, synthetic 
fuels, including gasohol, make sure that 
nuclear power is produced in a safe fash- 
ion and insist upon a better transporta- 
tion system and a means by which we can 
deal with the poor families who are 
especially afflicted by the rapidly increas- 
ing and uncontrollable cost of oil. 

The inflation figures issued just in the 
last few hours, when broken down by 
component parts show that about one- 
half of the increase in our inflation rate is 
caused by increase in energy costs. This 
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is such a challenging and complex issue 
that we absolutely must have the finest 
possible administrator for this increas- 
ingly important position. 

I think the prices of oil and gas must go 
toward the market price. We have taken 
steps in the Congress to decontrol the 
prices of both natural gas and oil in a 
carefully phased, predictable way. This 
has resulted, and is resulting, in a fairly 
rapid increase in the cost of energy to 
mirror worldwide considerations over 
which we have no control. 

I know that many of you here today 
represent the energy industry, and I 
would like to call on you this afternoon to 
put aside differences and to join with me 
and with the new Secretary of Energy 
and with the Members of Congress in 
supporting the proposals that we have laid 
before the Congress for the benefit of our 
country. 

I would like to ask the representatives 
of the oil and natural gas industry, and 
others, to support the windfall profits tax 
which has been carefully devised for 
equity and fairness, which will give us a 
basis for becoming more energy secure. I 
know that you have, and all Americans 
have, a great confidence in Charles Dun- 
can who will now be sworn in as Secre- 
tary of Energy. He has served in the most 
distinguished way in the private enter- 
prise system of our country, a superb man- 
ager, sound judgment, great intelligence, 
a good educational background, one who 
understands the complexities of our social 
and economic system throughout this 
country. In addition to that, in Govern- 
ment, he has built an admirable record 
as a Deputy Secretary of Defense. His 
own boss, the Secretary of Defense, 
Harold Brown, has told me many times 
that Charles Duncan was completely 
qualified to be the Secretary of Defense 
or for any other job including, he has told 
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me, the President of the United States. 
[Laughter] I’m not sure which job Harold 
Brown placed on top. [Laughter] 

But I am grateful to Charles Duncan 
who is here this afternoon to be sworn in 
to this important position. 

And now, Judge Patricia Wald will ad- 
minister the oath of office to Charles 
Duncan as the Secretary of Energy for 
the United States of America. I’m very 
proud to participate in this ceremony. 
Thank you very much. 

[At this point, United States Circuit Judge 
Patricia M. Wald administered the oath of 
office.] 

SecrETARY Duncan. Mr. President, 
Judge Wald, distinguished guests and 
ladies and gentlemen: 

Thank you, Mr. President, for those 
very kind remarks, and I want to thank 
all of you for having joined my family 
and me on this most significant day in 
my life. 

As I look around the room, I see so 
many people that I know so well that 
it’s impossible to make the personal com- 
ments that I’d like to, but I’d be very 
remiss if I didn’t say to my former col- 
leagues in the Department of Defense, so 
many of whom are here, that the last 24/2 
years have been the most interesting that 
I’ve spent. 

The Nation is, indeed, fortunate to 
have so many capable and dedicated men 
and women, both military and civilian, 
managing our national defense. And I 
say to you, Harold Brown, my mentor 
and my friend, that my relationship with 
you and the personal pleasure of working 
with you has exceeded my greatest ex- 
pectations. 


And I would also be remiss if I didn’t 
say to the many people here from the 
Department of Energy that I look for- 
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ward to working with you and all of your 
excellent associates. I’m especially pleased 
to see Jim Schlesinger here. The Presi- 
dent has articulated very well the Ameri- 
can attitude towards Jim Schlesinger. 
Jim has done an outstanding job during 
a very difficult period. He has had to or- 
ganize a complex new department while 
simultaneously attacking one of the most 
difficult problems facing our Nation. 
We’re all indebted to Secretary Schles- 
inger. 

There are also many of my personal 
friends here, and many of these people 
have traveled a long way. My family and 
I are most appreciative to all of you for 
being here. 

Mr. President, I’m deeply honored to 
have been selected by you to be your Sec- 
retary of Energy. This is a terribly im- 
portant responsibility, and I accept it with 
humility. The problems are enormous. 
We must reduce our dependence on im- 
ported oil. We must move forward ag- 
gressively on programs of conservation 
and energy efficiency. We must utilize 
the genius of American technology to 
make use of the Sun and other renewable 
resources, and we must and can find en- 
vironmentally sound ways to utilize our 
tremendous domestic energy resources. 

In trying to do these things, Mr. 
President, and implementing your en- 
ergy policy, I plan to maintain an active 
and an open dialog with all elements of 
American society that have an interest 
in energy matters, with public interest 
groups, consumer groups, environmental 
groups, labor groups, industry and busi- 
ness groups, all interested publics. 

This is an effort that cannot be ac- 
complished by the Secretary of Energy 
alone or by any single department of gov- 
ernment. This is an effort that requires 
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the closest possible cooperation within 
your total Administration, with the Con- 
gress and, most importantly, it requires 
the continuing cooperation and support 
of the American people. 

The energy problems directly impact 
all Americans. They affect the very fabric 
of our economic structure. The successful 
management and resolution of these prob- 
lems requires the involvement of indi- 
vidual Americans making millions of in- 
dividual decisions, to understand the im- 
portance of conservation, the importance 
of energy efficiency, and the importance 
of developing alternative energy sources. 

The problems and the responsibilities 
are huge, but I want you to know, Mr. 
President, that I approach my assignment 
with a sense of optimism, dedication of 
purpose, enthusiasm, and with a commit- 
ment to do my very best. I’m convinced 
that we can find the right balance in our 
answers to these problems to assure all 
Americans a safe and secure energy 
future. 

And lastly, Mr. President, I thank you 
for giving me this opportunity to serve 
my country. Thank you very much. 

THE Presipent. And now since we’ve 
had the thermostat turned so low for this 
ceremony, we can turn it back up. 
[Laughter] 

All of you are welcome to come over 
to the reception where you can person- 
ally shake hands with Charles and Anne 
and his family. 

Charles, if you don’t mind, you might 
follow me through the door so that you 
can stand in place so that all of you can 
express your congratulations and your 
pledge of support to him. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:39 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. 
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Id al-Fitr 


Message of the President. August 24, 1979 

On this joyous holiday of Id al-Fitr, 
ending the fast of Ramadan, Rosalynn and 
I extend our warmest good wishes to all 
of our fellow citizens of the Muslim faith. 

The observance of your traditional reli- 
gious ceremonies strengthens the moral 
and spiritual values of your Faith and 
thereby deepens our nation’s commitment 
to our highest principles. 

At this critical time, we join together in 
praying for a lasting peace that will bring 
justice and freedom to all people. 

Jummy CarTER 





Digest of Other 


White House Announcements 


The following listing includes the Pres- 
ident’s public schedule and other items of 
general interest announced by the White 
House Press Office and not included else- 
where in this issue. 


August 20 


The White House announced that the 
President will answer questions from the 
public in a live, 2-hour radio broadcast 
from the Oval Office on Saturday, Octo- 
ber 13. The program will be produced by 
National Public Radio and will be heard 
on most NPR member stations from 1 to 
3 p.m. (EDT) on October 13, Anyone 
who wishes to talk with the President is 
requested to send a postcard to: “Ask the 
President,” P.O. Box 19369, Washington, 
D.C. 20036, listing name, address, and 
telephone number. The questions a caller 
would like to ask should not be given on 
the card. Just prior to the broadcast, NPR 
will choose callers at random from the 
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postcards and connect the persons selected 
with the President as lines become avail- 
able. Susan Stamberg, cohost of “All 
Things Considered,” will anchor the pro- 
gram for NPR and will introduce each 
caller to the President and the radio audi- 
ence. 

The White House announced that Ray 
Jenkins, editor of the Montgomery Ad- 
vertiser and Alabama Journal, will join 
the White House staff in early September 
as a Special Assistant to the President. He 
will work in the Press Office and will assist 
the President and the Press Secretary in 
the full range of responsibilities of the 


Press Office. 
August 24 

The President returned to the White 
House following his trip down the Mis- 
sissippi River. Later in the afternoon, the 
President went to Camp David, Md. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or nomi- 
nations of Foreign Service officers. 


NOMINATIONS—Continued 


Submitted August 20, 1979 


Pau. A. VotcKEr, of New Jersey, to be United 
States Alternate Governor of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund for a term of 5 years, 
vice G. William Miller. 

STEPHEN Low, of Ohio, a Foreign Service of- 
ficer of Class one, to be Ambassador Extra- 
ordinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following listing contains releases of the 
White House Press Office which are not in- 
cluded in this issue. 


Released August 20, 1979 

Biographical data: Ray Jenkins, appointed as 
Special Assistant to the President 

Released August 21, 1979 

News conference: on the Middle East trip of 
Robert S. Strauss, Ambassador at Large for 
Middle East Negotiations—by Secretary of 


State Cyrus R. Vance and Ambassador 
Strauss 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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